“Yea Though I”

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4)
        Death casts a frightening shadow over us because we are entirely helpless in its presence. We can struggle with other enemies—pain, suffering, disease, injury—but strength and courage cannot overcome death. It has the final word. Only one person can walk with us through death’s dark valley and bring us safely to the other side—the God of life, our shepherd. Because life is uncertain, we should follow this shepherd who offers us eternal comfort.

        It is 9:26 P.M. on 3/6/03 as I start to prepare this message to send out for tomorrow.

        As I sat in my comfortable king sized recliner tonight at 8:00 P.M. I began to watch a program on television about our military in the Middle East.  One of the first things I saw was a kitchen scene where the staff feeds 3500 men and women all their meals each day.  Can you imagine 3500 people waiting in line to eat, and then thoroughly and absolutely enjoying every minute of the wait.  Then as they wait in line to eat they start to say what a privilege it is to be there literally risking their life so people all over the world can have a safe life.  Are they all crazy?  No they are not, they are brave soldiers not cowards like some folks we see on television each day on the news and such.  These people just don't realize how much danger we are in from those two crazed men in the middle east.  They hate America and they want us all dead.  For goodness sake, stand behind our military, love them, don't put them down.        

        After the cafeteria scene they went to the hospital where wounded soldiers were coming in minute by minute injured and dying.  It literally showed peoples bodies ripped open by enemy weapons, bleeding and in most cases permanently damaged.  

        None of us ever think (me included) about what these people are going through each and every minute of each and every day and how alone they are without their families.  During any second of any day any one of them could be killed, all for our sakes, here where we are cozy and comfortable at home with our families. 

        It just doesn't seem fair but these people wouldn't have it any other way.  The real funny thing about it is that they are there so we can have the freedom to be cowards and say bad things about them and what they are doing, but let something like 911 happen and all the mouths close, miraculously. Then they say good things about those brave souls and our president when they think they even might get hurt.  People are funny aren't they?  

        Even more Amazing is that the churches fill up when we have a tragedy like 911, then when everything gets back halfway normal, they stop coming.  Sad huh?

        Why don't we support our military?  They are over seas just knowing they may never come home.  They are willing to give their life for you.  Please appreciate them, they must really love you, and they don't even know you.  Won't you please pray that they would make it home soon so they can be with their families and so they can be comfortable like we are.

        Why don't we support our churches?  Why can't we give God a couple of hours a week.  We have the excuse that we just don't have the time to go but just let sickness strike or a tragedy take place, then we find time don't we.  God is not a God for us to run to when there is only trouble, He is a God that deserves to be worshipped when times are good or bad. 

(Isaiah 66:22-24)  22For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. 23And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. 24And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.        

        Isaiah brings his book to a close with great drama. For the faithless there is a sobering portrayal of judgment. For the faithful, there is a glorious picture of rich reward:so shall your seed and your name remain. The contrast is so striking that it would seem that everyone would want to be God’s follower. But we are often just as rebellious, foolish, and reluctant to change as the Israelites. We are just as negligent in feeding the hungry, working for justice, and obeying God’s Word. Make sure you are among those who will be richly blessed.
(Revelation 21:1-2)  1And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
        The earth as we know it will not last forever, but after God’s great judgment, he will create a new earth.  God had also promised Isaiah that he would create a new and eternal earth.  The sea in John’s time was viewed as dangerous and changeable. It was also the source of the beast.  We don’t know how the new earth will look or where it will be, but God and his followers—those whose names are written in the Book of Life—will be united to live there forever. Will you be there?
        May I ask you one really important question?  If you were to die right this second where would you go?  Heaven, or hell?  I ask you this question because Jesus loves you so very much and he wants you in Heaven with Him.  As you read the last of this message just think to yourself___ do I really know you Lord?  Have I really accepted you as my savior?  Have I really let you come to live in me?  Am I willing to give up my whole life for you?  Would I be willing to die for you like you did for me?  If you even hesitated to say yes to any of these questions, please get with God and just pray___Father I know I'm a sinner and I don't want to be.  I want You in me and in my life, I want to be a child of God.  Please forgive me of my sin, let your blood wash me clean and make me pure in your sight.  Lord, I know now if I were to die, that I would be with you, Amen...
        Please love everyone, that's what God wants you to do and if you know someone in the military, please send them a letter filled with love and appreciation.  If you know someone who's spouse is gone to the Middle East, please spend time with them and love them because they are probably very stressed right now.  Maybe a friend is what they need...
Think About It...
Love, Your Friend, Roy
