Will You Take Him or Leave Him?

The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.
 (Matthew 10 :24 KJV)

 

    It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? (Matthew 10:25 KJV), The prince of demons was Satan, also known as Beelzebub and the lord of flies. The Pharisees accused Jesus of using Satan’s power to drive out demons. Good is sometimes labeled evil. If Jesus, who is perfect, was called evil, His followers should expect that similar accusations will be directed at them. But those who endure will be vindicated.

    26-Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 27-What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. 28-And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29-Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. 30-But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31-Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. (Matthew 10:26-31 KJV), Jesus said that God is aware of everything that happens even to sparrows, and you are far more valuable to Him than they are. You are so valuable that God sent his only Son to die for you (see John 3:16). Because God places such value on you, you need never fear personal threats or difficult trials. These can’t shake God’s love or dislodge His Spirit from within you.
    Jesus was not saying that believers would be exempt from physical harm or death during the persecutions. Remember that many of the disciples were martyred. Rather He was saying that none of His followers would suffer spiritual or eternal loss. On earth, everyone will die, but believers in Jesus will be saved for eternal life.

        32-Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 33-But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 10:32-33 KJV), Fear of opposition or ridicule can weaken our witness for Christ. Often we cling to peace and comfort, even at the cost of our walk with God. Jesus reminds us here that we should fear God, who controls eternal, not merely temporal, consequences. Don’t allow fear of a person or group to keep you from standing up for Christ.

    The real test of value is how well something holds up under the wear, tear, and stress of everyday life. Those who stand up for Christ in spite of their troubles truly have lasting value and will receive great rewards

    Our true value is God’s estimate of our worth, not our peers’. Other people evaluate and categorize us according to how we perform, what we achieve, and how we look. But God cares for us, as He does for all of his creatures, because we belong to Him. So we can face life without fear.

    We deny Jesus when we (1) hope no one will find out we are Christians, (2) decide not to speak up for what is right, (3) are silent about our relationship with God, (4) blend into society, and (5) accept our culture’s non-Christian values. By contrast, we acknowledge Him when we (1) live a moral, upright, Christ-honoring life, (2) look for opportunities to share our faith with others, (3) help others in need, (4) take a stand for justice, (5) love others, (6) acknowledge our loyalty to Christ, and (7) use our life and resources to carry out His desires rather than our own.

 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

Jesus constantly turns the world’s perspective upside down with talk of first and last, saving and losing. Here He gives us a choice. We can reject Jesus now and be rejected by Him at his second coming, or we can accept Him now and be accepted by Him then. Rejecting Christ may help us escape shame for the time being, but it will guarantee an eternity of shame later.
 
 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
