What’s Your Excuse?

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2"The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. (Matthew 22:1 NIV) 

 

    3He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 4"Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 5"But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8"Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11"But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. (Matthew 22:3-11 NIV), It was customary to send two invitations to a party: the first to announce the event, the second to tell the guests that everything was ready. The guests in Jesus’ story insulted the host by not paying attention when he issued the second invitation. 

    In this story the king invited his guests three times, each time they rejected his invitation. God wants us to join him at his banquet, which will last for eternity. That’s why he sends us invitations again and again. Have you accepted his invitation?

    In Israel’s history, God’s first invitation came from Moses and the prophets; the second came from his Son. The religious leaders accepted the first invitation. They believed that God had called them to be his people, but they insulted God by refusing to accept his Son. Thus, as the master in the story sent his servant into the streets to invite the needy to his feast, so God sent his Son to a whole world of needy people to tell them that God’s Kingdom had arrived and was ready for them.

    Let us not lose sight of the end result of all our humility and self-sacrifice—a joyous banquet with our Lord! God never asks us to suffer for the sake of suffering. He never asks us to give up something good unless he plans to replace it with something even better. Jesus is not calling us to join him in a labor camp but in a feast, the wedding feast of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-9) when God and his beloved church will be joined forever.

    12‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. 13"Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14"For many are invited, but few are chosen." (Matthew 22:12-14 NIV), It was customary for wedding guests to be given wedding clothes to wear to the banquet. It was unthinkable to refuse to wear these clothes. That would insult the host, who could only assume that the guest was arrogant and thought he didn’t need these clothes, or that he did not want to take part in the wedding celebration. The wedding clothes picture the righteousness needed to enter God’s Kingdom—the total acceptance in God’s eyes that Christ gives every believer. Christ has provided these clothes of righteousness for everyone, but each person must choose to put them on in order to enter the King’s banquet (eternal life). There is an open invitation, but we must be ready. 

*************************************
 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
  
From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him. 
(Proverbs 12:14 NIV)

************************************

 
Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
