“The Surrendered Life”

"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me". (Galatians 2:20).
        How have we been crucified with Christ? Legally, God looks at us as if we had died with Christ. Because our sins died with him, we are no longer condemned.  Relationally, we have become one with Christ, and his experiences are ours. Our Christian life began when, in unity with him, we died to our old life.   In our daily life, we must regularly crucify sinful desires that keep us from following Christ. This, too, is a kind of dying with him.  And yet the focus of Christianity is not dying but living. Because we have been crucified with Christ, we have also been raised with him.  Legally, we have been reconciled with God  and are free to grow into Christ’s likeness.  And in our daily life, we have Christ’s resurrection power as we continue to fight sin. We are no longer alone, for Christ lives in us—he is our power for living and our hope for the future.  

        To become one with Jesus Christ, a person must be willing not only to give up sin, but also to surrender his whole way of looking at things. Being born again by the Spirit of God means that we must first be willing to let go before we can grasp something else. The first thing we must surrender is all of our pretense or deceit. What our Lord wants us to present to Him is not our goodness, honesty, or our efforts to do better, but real solid sin. Actually, that is all He can take from us. And what He gives us in exchange for our sin is real solid righteousness. But we must surrender all pretense that we are anything, and give up all our claims of even being worthy of God’s consideration.
        Once we have done that, the Spirit of God will show us what we need to surrender next. Along each step of this process, we will have to give up our claims to our rights to ourselves. Are we willing to surrender our grasp on all that we possess, our desires, and everything else in our lives? Are we ready to be identified with the death of Jesus Christ?
        We will suffer a sharp painful disillusionment before we fully surrender. When people really see themselves as the Lord sees them, it is not the terribly offensive sins of the flesh that shock them, but the awful nature of the pride of their own hearts opposing Jesus Christ. When they see themselves in the light of the Lord, the shame, horror, and desperate conviction hit home for them.
        If you are faced with the question of whether or not to surrender, make a determination to go on through the crisis, surrendering all that you have and all that you are to Him. And God will then equip you to do all that He requires of you.  
        (Romans 6:10-14) 10For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 13Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 14For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
"Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin" means that we should regard our old sinful nature as dead and unresponsive to sin. Because of our union and identification with Christ, we no longer want to pursue our old plans, desires, and goals. Now we want to live for the glory of God. As we start this new life, the Holy Spirit will help us become all that Christ wants us to be.
        So, if we’re no longer under the law but under grace, are we now free to sin and disregard the Ten Commandments? Paul says, "Of course not!" When we were under the law, sin was our master—the law does not justify us or help us overcome sin. But now that we are bound to Christ, he is our Master, and he gives us power to do good rather than evil.
Thought For The Day...
        In plain English, Give it up.  You haven't experienced the good life until the day comes that you muster up the courage to let go, yes to let go of it all, but it has to be from your heart and with great joy.
        Look at it this way: I know that all of you have rented a place to live before.  It's the way we all started out.  Anyway, if the toilet plugged up, who did you call?  The landlord.  If the A/C didn't work on a hot day, who did you call?  The landlord.  You knew that whenever something broke you could depend on the landlord.  Now why did he fix the problems if he wasn't the one living in the house?  Because he owned the house and he was responsible for it.
        Do you get where I'm going with this?  If we would just surrender our lives and all of our holdings to God to do with as He wishes, He then would become the Landlord of our lives.  Then when our heart gets broken, or we get sick, or when our marriage needs repair, or when we don't get along with our parents, or when we need help paying our bills, or when our car breaks down, or when we desire to drink, or when drugs overtake us, or when we look at things we should not see, or when we fall flat on our face and we can't get up, or when we just do something plain stupid, or when our A/C won't work, or when our fence needs repair, or when our child skips school and takes drugs, or when our teenage daughter gets pregnant, or when, or when, or when, or when...YOU CAN JUST CALL THE LANDLORD OF YOUR LIFE AND SAY, SIR MY LIFE IS BROKEN, WOULD YOU PLEASE SEND SOMEONE TO FIX IT, AND AT THAT VERY MOMENT HE WILL SEND THE REPAIRMAN - JESUS CHRIST, AND HE WILL EVEN PAY THE BILL, BECAUSE YOU MADE HIM THE LANDLORD OVER ALL YOU ARE AND ALL YOU HAVE!!!!!PRAISE GOD!!!!!
Think About It...
Love, Your Friend, Roy...
