“The Piercing Question”

"Do you love Me?" (John 21:17).
Peter’s response to this piercing question is considerably different from the bold defiance he exhibited only a few days before when he declared, "Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!" (Matthew 26:33-35). 33Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 34Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 35Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.  Our natural individuality, or our natural self, boldly speaks out and declares its feelings. But the true love within our inner spiritual self can be discovered only by experiencing the hurt of this question of Jesus Christ. Peter loved Jesus in the way any natural man loves a good person. Yet that is nothing but emotional love. It may reach deeply into our natural self, but it never penetrates to the spirit of a person. True love never simply declares itself. Jesus said,(Luke 12:8-9).  8Also I say unto you,Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: [that is, confesses his love by everything he does, not merely by his words],   9But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.
 Unless we are experiencing the hurt of facing every deception about ourselves, we have hindered the work of the Word of God in our lives. The Word of God inflicts hurt on us more than sin ever could, because sin dulls our senses. But this question of the Lord intensifies our sensitivities to the point that this hurt produced by Jesus is the most exquisite pain conceivable. It hurts not only on the natural level, but also on the deeper spiritual level, to the point that no deception can remain. (Hebrews 4:12).12For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  When the Lord asks us this question, it is impossible to think and respond properly, because when the Lord speaks directly to us, the pain is too intense. It causes such a tremendous hurt that any part of our life which may be out of line with His will can feel the pain. There is never any mistaking the pain of the Lord’s Word by His children, but the moment that pain is felt is the very moment at which God reveals His truth to us.
 

Thought For the Day...
        When Jesus asks, DO YOU LOVE ME, what do you say?  Would Jesus tell you: "before the rooster crows you will deny me three times like He did Peter"?  Would you die for Jesus, Right now, today?  Would you give up everything in your whole world for Him?  Do you really, really love Him?  I don't ask this to be mean I just ask it to make you think: is your love for Jesus an emotional love or is it a love that penetrates deep into your spirit, deep into your very being?  Deep enough so that you would never deny Him no matter what situation you are in. 
        I remember a few years back, there was a young girl involved in a high school shooting in a town called "Columbine".  One of the shooters put a gun to her head and said: "DENY JESUS, IF YOU DON'T I'LL KILL YOU".  She said: "NO I WON'T DENY HIM".  The shooter immediately killed her.  She loved Jesus so much, her life meant nothing to her.  I promise you one thing, she is playing in Heaven right now because her love for Jesus penetrated deep into her soul.  (Acts 20:24) says:   24But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 
 

Do You Really, Really love Him?
Think About It...
Love, Your Friend, Roy...

