The Master of the Sabbath

At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were an hungered, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. 

(Matthew 12:1 KJV)

    But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day. (Matthew 12:2 KJV), The Pharisees had established 39 categories of actions forbidden on the Sabbath, based on interpretations of God’s law and on Jewish custom. Harvesting was one of those forbidden actions. By picking corn, the disciples were technically harvesting, according to the Pharisees. Jesus and the disciples were picking corn because they were hungry, not because they wanted to harvest the corn for a profit. They were not working on the Sabbath. The Pharisees, however, could not (and did not want to) see beyond their law’s technicalities. They had no room for compassion, and they were determined to accuse Jesus of wrongdoing.

    3-But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an hungered, and they that were with him; 4-How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the showbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the priests? (Matthew 12:3-4 KJV), This story is recorded in (1 Samuel 21:1-6), 1-Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was afraid at the meeting of David, and said unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee? 2-And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king hath commanded me a business, and hath said unto me, Let no man know any thing of the business whereabout I send thee, and what I have commanded thee: and I have appointed my servants to such and such a place. 3-Now therefore what is under thine hand? give me five loaves of bread in mine hand, or what there is present. 4-And the priest answered David, and said, There is no common bread under mine hand, but there is hallowed bread; if the young men have kept themselves at least from women. 5-And David answered the priest, and said unto him, Of a truth women have been kept from us about these three days, since I came out, and the vessels of the young men are holy, and the bread is in a manner common, yea, though it were sanctified this day in the vessel. 6-So the priest gave him hallowed bread: for there was no bread there but the showbread, that was taken from before the LORD, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken away.  The Bread of the Presence was replaced every week, and the old loaves were eaten by the priests. The loaves given to David were the old loaves that had just been replaced with fresh ones. Although the priests were the only ones allowed to eat this bread, God did not punish David because his need for food was more important than the priestly regulations. Jesus was saying, "If you condemn me, you must also condemn David," something the religious leaders could never do without causing a great uproar among the people. Jesus was not condoning disobedience to God’s laws. Instead, he was emphasizing discernment and compassion in enforcing the laws.
    This is the first time Ahimelech is mentioned. Ahimelech had to go against the law to give the holy bread to David because the bread was supposed to be given only to the priests. But Ahimelech put David’s need and life ahead of religious ceremony and fed him the holy food. This upheld a higher law of love. Centuries later, Jesus would refer to this incident to show that God’s laws should not be applied without compassion. To do good and to save life is God’s greater law.

    David lied to protect himself from Saul. Some excuse this lie because a war was going on, and it is the duty of a good soldier to deceive the enemy. But nowhere is David’s lie condoned. In fact, the opposite is true because his lie led to the death of 85 priests. David’s small lie seemed harmless enough, but it led to tragedy. The Bible makes it very clear that lying is wrong. Lying, like every other sin, is serious in God’s sight and may lead to all sorts of harmful consequences. Don’t minimize or categorize sins. All sins must be avoided whether or not we can foresee their potential consequences.

    The men’s bodies were ceremonially clean because they had not had sexual intercourse during this journey. Therefore, the priest allowed them to eat the holy bread.

    Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless? (Matthew 12:5 KJV), The Ten Commandments require that the Sabbath be kept holy (Exodus 20:8-11). The Pharisees had interpreted that to require a long list of actions that could not be done on the Sabbath, forcing the people to "rest." That was the letter of the law. But because the purpose of the Sabbath is to rest and to worship God, the priests were allowed to work by performing sacrifices and conducting worship services. This "Sabbath work" was serving and worshiping God. Jesus always emphasized the intent of the law, the meaning behind the letter. The Pharisees had lost the spirit of the law and were rigidly demanding that the letter (and their interpretation of it) be obeyed.

    But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple. (Matthew 12:6 KJV),  The Pharisees were so concerned about religious rituals that they missed the whole purpose of the Temple—to bring people to God. And because Jesus Christ is even greater than the Temple, how much better can he bring people to God. God is far more important than the created instruments of worship. If we become more concerned with the means of worship than with the one we worship, we will miss God even as we think we are worshiping him.

    But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless. (Matthew 12:7 KJV), Jesus repeated to the Pharisees words the Jewish people had heard time and again throughout their history. Our heart attitude toward God comes first. Only then can we properly obey and observe religious regulations and rituals.
    For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day. (Matthew 12:8 KJV), When Jesus said he was Lord of the Sabbath, he claimed to be greater than the law and above the law. To the Pharisees, this was heresy. They did not realize that Jesus, the divine Son of God, had created the Sabbath. The Creator is always greater than his creation; thus, Jesus had the authority to overrule their traditions and regulations.

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

A sacrifice is a ritual transaction between man and God that physically demonstrates a relationship between them. But if the person’s heart is not truly repentant or if he does not truly love God, the sacrifice is a hollow ritual. Religious ceremonies or rituals are empty unless they are performed with an attitude of love and obedience. "Being religious" (going to church, serving on a committee, giving to charity) is not enough if we do not act out of devotion and obedience to God.
 

 

Think About It...

 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
