“The Discipline of Dismay”

And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things should happen unto him, (Mark 10:32).

        Because Jesus had just spoken to them about facing persecution, the disciples were filled with dread as they thought about what awaited them in Jerusalem.
 

        At the beginning of our life with Jesus Christ, we were sure we knew all there was to know about following Him. It was a delight to forsake everything else and to throw ourselves before Him in a fearless statement of love. But now we are not quite so sure. Jesus is far ahead of us and is beginning to seem different and unfamiliar—"and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed" (10:32).
        There is an aspect of Jesus that chills even a disciple’s heart to its depth and makes his entire spiritual life gasp for air. This unusual Person with His face set "like a flint" (Isaiah 50:7) is walking with great determination ahead of me, and He strikes terror right through me. He no longer seems to be my Counselor and Friend and has a point of view about which I know nothing. All I can do is stand and stare at Him in amazement. At first I was confident that I understood Him, but now I am not so sure. I begin to realize that there is a distance between Jesus and me and I can no longer be intimate with Him. I have no idea where He is going, and the goal has become strangely distant.
        Jesus Christ had to understand fully every sin and sorrow that human beings could experience, and that is what makes Him seem unfamiliar. When we see this aspect of Him, we realize we really don’t know Him. We don’t recognize even one characteristic of His life, and we don’t know how to begin to follow Him. He is far ahead of us, a Leader who seems totally unfamiliar, and we have no friendship with Him.
        The discipline of dismay is an essential lesson which a disciple must learn. The danger is that we tend to look back on our times of obedience and on our past sacrifices to God in an effort to keep our enthusiasm for Him strong.                                (see Isaiah 50:10–11). 
        10Who is among you that feareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God. 
        11Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks: walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.
        If we walk by our own light and reject God’s, we become self-sufficient, and the result of self-sufficiency is torment. When we place confidence in our own intelligence, appearance, or accomplishments instead of in God, we risk torment later when these strengths fade.

        But when the darkness of dismay comes, endure until it is over, because out of it will come the ability to follow Jesus truly, which brings inexpressibly wonderful joy.
Thought For The Day...
        Remember when you were first saved?  Can you remember the fire that was inside you?  You were ready to conquer the world and get everyone saved, remember?  You were a baby Christian you did not quite understand everything Christ stands for.  As you started to grow you found out that you were going to have to give up something if you wanted to stay on board as a witness for Him.  You found out that you were going to have to give up some or a lot of what you have and it started to get difficult.  That's where the road splits and we learn that there is a narrow and hard road, and there is also a wide and easy road too.  (Matthew 7:13-14 says)

        13Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  
            The gate that leads to eternal life is called "narrow." This does not mean that it is difficult to become a Christian but that there is only one way to eternal life with God and that only a few decide to walk that road. Believing in Jesus is the only way to heaven, because he alone died for our sins and made us right before God. Living his way may not be popular, but it is true and right. Thank God there is one way!  Now things start to get a little harder to swallow and a lot of us start to back off.  The wide road feels good and it is easy, you know, all the good things in life like comfort, house, car, clothes, social status, and friends.  The list can go on and on.  It's okay to want to be successful and have nice things but God Does not want you to idolize these things, He wants you to appreciate these things and know where you got them from, (Him).  God wants you to be willing to share with those who are less fortunate than you (Proverbs 19:17 says:) He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again.  Here God identifies with the poor as Jesus does.  As our Creator, God values all of us, whether we are poor or rich. When we help the poor, we honor both the Creator and his creation. God accepts our help as if we had offered it directly to him.  On the other hand there is the narrow hard road.  This is the road that few of us take.  This is the road that requires us to be willing to give it all up, even our lives if necessary.  We need to understand that the "stuff" we have here on earth will be gone some day but what we have spiritually with God will last on forever through eternity. (James 5:1-3 says:)
        1Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 2Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 3Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.  
        James proclaims the worthlessness of riches, not the worthlessness of the rich. Today’s money will be worthless when Christ returns, so we should spend our time accumulating the kind of treasures that will be worthwhile in God’s eternal Kingdom. Money is not the problem; Christian leaders need money to live and to support their families; missionaries need money to help them spread the Good News; churches need money to do their work effectively. It is the love of money that leads to evil and causes some people to oppress others in order to get more. This is a warning to all Christians who are tempted to adopt worldly standards rather than God’s standards as well as an encouragement to all those who are oppressed by the rich...ARE YOU ONE OF THE FEW?
THINK ABOUT IT ...
Love, Your Friend, Roy... 
