They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon. (Nehemiah 4:17 kjv)


The workers were spread out along the wall, so Nehemiah devised a plan of defense that would unite and protect his people – half the men worked while the other half stood guard.  And some worked with one hand and held the sword with the other.  Christians need to help one another in the same way because we can become so afraid of possible dangers that we can’t get anything done.  By looking out for each other, we will be free to put forth our best efforts, confident that others are ready to offer help when needed.  Don’t cut yourself off from others; instead, join together for mutual benefit.  You need them as much as they need you.


“For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded.  And he that sounded the trumpet was by me.” (Nehemiah 4:18 kjv);  To further relieve the anxieties of the people, Nehemiah set up a communication system.  The man who sounded the trumpet stayed with Nehemiah, and the people knew what to do if they heard it.  We have no record that the trumpet was ever used, but simply knowing it would issue a warning when needed was reassuring.  The promise of open, immediate communication helped the group accomplish its task.


We as Christians need to understand that we need to stand together.


Above the scripture talks about how some worked with one hand and carried a sword in the other.  We need to understand that the battle against satan does not stop when we leave the church house.  Example:  If we were in a war where we were fighting forces from within our country and they were carrying guns, just waiting to kill us when we left our homes, or even in our homes, and we knew the only defense was to carry a gun ourselves in case they attacked us, I promise you most assuredly, none of us would forget our gun when we left home, or even at home, because we don’t want to die.  Even at work we would have that gun in one hand as we worked with the other.  Then why don’t we carry our Bible with us, I mean physically and in our hearts also.  The Bible is our only weapon against satan and he is much more of a danger to us than anybody with a gun.  The only problem is that it is much easier to carry a gun than it is to know what is in the Bible and how to apply it.  We just don’t have the time to invest in something that just will not (evidently) benefit us at the immediate time, but that is it, it’s only the immediate time.  The things we can learn from the Bible will benefit us forever, for eternity.  People need to understand that all the things we have now will someday be gone and we will spend eternity in the place we have chosen to be as according to the way we lived our lives.  You can say “I was a good person and I helped people” that doesn’t count.  It does not matter what you believe,  if you are not saved and you don’t know Jesus Christ personally and you don’t live your life the way He teaches in His Word, you will spend eternity in hell, and let me give you an idea of how long eternity is:  It was explained these two ways in two different sermons by two different preachers: first, If you were to climb to the top of the highest mountain in the world, to the very tip and started brushing across the top with a silk handkerchief and measure the time it would take for you to wear the mountain down to the ground with that silk handkerchief, That would not even measure up to one second of eternity.  Then another way to measure how long eternity is, is to try to imagine how long God has loved you and how long He will love you.  The answer is that past eternity and future eternity are so infinite that God never started loving you, He always has and He will never stop, ever.  Eternity never started because it has always been and it will never end.  And to all you folks that say you don’t believe in God, hang it up, if you didn’t believe He existed you would not try to prove He doesn’t.


A lot of us get mad at a fellow Christian and then become his enemy, this is wrong.  God put us together as a body of believers as He put our human bodies together.  If one part is against another, the body will not function properly.  Let’s look at how an infection affects our bodies; a little tiny germ enters our body, and let’s say it is the common cold.  This tiny little germ that is so small that we can’t see it makes our body sick to the point that it cannot function for a few days and we have to stay in bed.  There are two things we can be to the body of Christ; we can be the natural defenses that the body produces to fight that germ when it invades the body, but to do that we have to be diligent to study our Bible daily and to serve God with all our hearts so we can know how to help others to come to believe; OR we can be that little germ that invades the body and makes it sick as to slow it down…

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY…

ARE YOU ONE OF THE NATURAL DEFENSES THAT THE BODY PRODUCES TO FIGHT INFECTION, OR, ARE YOU THE INFECTION THAT TRIES TO TEAR THE BODY DOWN? WHICH ONE ARE YOU?????

THINK ABOUT IT…

Love, Your Friend, Roy…

