“Surrender”

"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it".

 (Mark 8:35 kjv). 

        We should be willing to lose our life for the sake of the Good News, not because our life is useless but because nothing—not even life itself—can compare to what we gain with Christ. Jesus wants us to choose to follow him rather than to lead a life of sin and self-satisfaction. He wants us to stop trying to control our own destiny and to let him direct us. This makes good sense because, as the Creator, Christ knows better than we do what real life is about. He asks for submission, not self-hatred; he asks us only to lose our self-centered determination to be in charge.

        Clinging to this life may cause us to forfeit the best from Christ in this world and in the next. The more we love this life’s rewards (leisure, power, popularity, financial security), the more we will discover how empty they really are. The best way to enjoy life, therefore, is to loosen our greedy grasp on earthly rewards so that we can be free to follow Christ. In doing so, we will inherit eternal life and begin at once to experience the benefits of following Christ. "He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal" (John 12:25). We must be so committed to living for Christ that we "despise" our lives by comparison. This does not mean that we long to die or that we are careless or destructive with the life God has given, but that we are willing to die if doing so will glorify Christ. We must disown the tyrannical rule of our own self-centeredness. By laying aside our striving for advantage, security, and pleasure, we can serve God lovingly and freely. Releasing control of our lives and transferring control to Christ bring eternal life and genuine joy.                      (Mark 8:33-34) 33-But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, "Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men". 34-And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, "Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me". Peter was often the spokesman for all the disciples. In singling him out, Jesus may have been addressing all of them indirectly. Unknowingly, the disciples were trying to prevent Jesus from going to the cross and thus fulfilling his mission on earth. Satan also tempted Jesus to avoid the way of the cross. Whereas Satan’s motives were evil, the disciples were motivated by love and admiration for Jesus. Nevertheless, the disciples’ job was not to guide and protect Jesus but to follow him. Only after Jesus’ death and resurrection would they fully understand why he had to die. 

        The Romans, Mark’s original audience, knew what shouldering the cross meant. Death on a cross was a form of execution used by Rome for dangerous criminals. A prisoner carried his own cross to the place of execution, signifying submission to Rome’s power. Jesus used the image of carrying a cross to illustrate the ultimate submission required of his followers. He is not against pleasure, nor was he saying that we should seek pain needlessly. Jesus was talking about the heroic effort needed to follow him moment by moment, to do his will even when the work is difficult and the future looks bleak.

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

        Let's just think for a minute what surrender really means; Let us look at it this way.  Here we are in Iraq fighting the enemy, our troops are well fed and trained and the most powerful fighting force on the Planet Earth led by a man of God,  but the Iraqi troops are led by a ruthless dictator who doesn't even care if they live or die.  They are so overwhelmed by the US troops at this moment that they don't know what to do.  They are living in bad conditions and don't know if they will be alive an hour from now.  They know that their country is doomed.  Some of them are doing the smart thing, they are surrendering to the higher power.  Once they surrender they find out that they are treated with respect and love and they get food and they are taken care of.  Before they surrendered they thought everything was acceptable in their lives, but when they gave up they found out that the enemy they thought they had was actually their friend.  They were being treated better as a prisoner of America than they were as a citizen of Iraq.  Right now there are people who are prisoners of the world and they don't realize that they are prisoners.  They need to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ so they can experience true freedom through Him.  But the first thing that needs to happen is that we who call ourselves Christians need to surrender to Jesus so that we will be a living testimony as to what freedom through Christ really is.  You are the only Jesus some folks will ever see.  Will you make Him out to be worthless, lazy, worldly and superficial, or will you make Him out to be the King of the universe that represents all that is good and that is filled with love everlasting...   

THINK ABOUT IT...  
 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
 

