Sink or Swim

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. (Matthew 14:22 NIV)

 

    After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, (Matthew 14:23 NIV), Seeking solitude was an important priority for Jesus. He made room in his busy schedule to be alone with the Father. Spending time with God in prayer nurtures a vital relationship with him and equips us to meet life’s challenges and struggles. Develop the discipline of spending time alone with God. It will help you grow spiritually and become more and more like Christ.
 24-but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 25-During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26-When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It’s a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 27-But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid." 28- "Lord, if it’s you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 29-"Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. (Matthew 14:24-28 NIV), Peter was not putting Jesus to the test, something we are told not to do. Instead, he was the only one in the boat to react in faith. His impulsive request led him to experience a rather unusual demonstration of God’s power. Peter started to sink because he took his eyes off Jesus and focused on the high waves around him. His faith wavered when he realized what he was doing. We probably will not walk on water, but we may walk through tough situations. If we focus on the waves of difficult circumstances around us without faith in Jesus to help, we, too, may despair and sink. To maintain your faith when situations are difficult, focus on Jesus’ power rather than on your inadequacies.
    30-But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31-Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 32-And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33-Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." (Matthew 14:30-33 NIV), Although we start out with good intentions, sometimes our faith falters. This doesn’t necessarily mean we have failed. When Peter’s faith faltered, he reached out to Christ, the only one who could help. He was afraid, but he still looked to Christ. When you are apprehensive about the troubles around you and doubt Christ’s presence or ability to help, remember that he is always with you and is the only one who can really help.

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

 

He who is full loathes honey, but to the hungry even what is bitter tastes sweet.

(Proverbs 27:7 NIV)

 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...

