Simple Like a Child

Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 
(Matthew 19:13 NIV)

 
    14Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." 15When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. (Matthew 19:14-15 NIV), The disciples must have forgotten what Jesus had said about children (Matthew 18:4-6). Jesus wanted little children to come to him because he loves them and because they have a guileless trust in God. He didn’t mean that heaven is only for children but that all people need childlike faith in God. The receptiveness of little children was a great contrast to the stubbornness of the religious leaders, who let their education and sophistication stand in the way of the simple faith needed to believe in Jesus.
    Jesus was often criticized for spending too much time with the wrong people—children, tax collectors, and sinners. Some, including the disciples, thought Jesus should be spending more time with important leaders and the devout, because this was the way to improve his position and avoid criticism. But Jesus didn’t need to improve his position. He was God, and he wanted to speak to those who needed him most.

    To feel secure, all children need is a loving look and gentle touch from someone who cares. They believe us because they trust us. Jesus said that people should trust in him with this kind of childlike faith. We do not have to understand all the mysteries of the universe; it should be enough to know that God loves us and provides forgiveness for our sin. This doesn’t mean that we should be childish or immature, but we should trust God with a child’s simplicity and receptivity.

    It was customary for a mother to bring her children to a rabbi for a blessing, That is why mothers brought their children to see Jesus. The disciples, however, thought the children were unworthy of the Master’s time—less important than whatever else he was doing. But Jesus welcomed them, because little children have the kind of faith and trust needed to enter God’s Kingdom. It is important that we introduce our children to Jesus and that we ourselves approach him with childlike attitudes of acceptance, faith, and trust. 

   All of you with the complicated, intelligent minds; remember this one thing; that mind is useful only on this earth and sometimes not even then if it is filled with pride. God wants those who can come to him with the mind of childlike simplicity.  God uses the simple people that you would not expect him to use.  This is a good message to the higher-ups in our churches, open your heart's mind and your eyes, your way may not be God's way.

*************************************

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

Parents, raise your kids in the Lord Jesus, they are the only chance this world has.  Whatever you send out into the world is what it will turn out to be.  The responsibility is yours...RR...
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Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
