“Shake it Off”

"And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm".
 (Acts 28:5) 

        A man from Arkansas named Jerry Owens Spoke on this subject last night (3/23/2003) and it really helped me to realize something in my life, check out the scripture:

        (Acts 28:1-9) 1And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita. 2And the barbarous people showed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. 3And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 5And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 6Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 7In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously. 8And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him. 9So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed: 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   God had promised safe passage to Paul, and he would let nothing stop his servant. The poisonous snake that bit Paul was unable to harm him. Our life is in God’s hands, to continue on or to come to an end in his good timing. God still had work for Paul to do. These people were very superstitious and believed in many gods. When they saw that Paul was unhurt by the poisonous snake, they thought he was a god. Paul continued to minister to others, even as a shipwrecked prisoner. On this trip alone, the Roman army officer, the chief official of Malta, and many others were affected. It is no wonder that the Good News spread like wildfire.

This is an incredible lesson, listen, when the snake came out and attached itself to Paul's hand, (it bit him). Paul just merely shook the snake from his hand.  This is awesome, and it can apply to "our" daily lives. Then he didn't even get sick from the bite.  He knew that God was protecting him and he knew that everything would be okay.  Sometimes in our lives we encounter things that we let effect us more than we should.  Things like people might gossip lies behind your back, don't worry about it, "just shake it off".  If someone calls you stupid or ugly or fat, "just shake it off".  If people treat you like less than you are, "just shake it off".  If we could just learn to "shake it off", our lives may just be a little bit better, and easier.
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

Just remember: when you shake it off and that snake comes back to bite you again.  Keep your hands away from the snake.  Don't let yourself go through it again.  Sometimes the inability to "shake it off" hinders our witness to others.  Remember, "shake it off"...
 

Think About It...
 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
