Rise Up

He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." (Matthew 13:33 NIV)

 

 

    34-Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable. 35-So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: (Matthew 13:34-35 NIV), In other Bible passages, yeast is used as a symbol of evil or uncleanness. Here it is a positive symbol of growth. Although yeast looks like a minor ingredient, it permeates the whole loaf. Although the Kingdom began small and was nearly invisible, it would soon grow and have a great impact on the world.

    Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? (1 Corinthians 5:6 NIV), Paul was writing to those who wanted to ignore this church problem. They didn’t realize that allowing public sin to exist in the church affects all its members. Paul does not expect anyone to be sinless—all believers struggle with sin daily. Instead, he is speaking against those who deliberately sin, feel no guilt, and refuse to repent. This kind of sin cannot be tolerated in the church because it affects others. We have a responsibility to other believers. Blatant sins, left uncorrected, confuse and divide the congregation. While believers should encourage, pray for, and build up one another, they must also be intolerant of sin that jeopardizes the spiritual health of the church.

    "A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough." (Galatians 5:9 NIV), I remember back when I was very young, about 7 or 8 years old, my grandmother would make home made bread everyday. I could not wait for her to mix it up because I loved the smell of the yeast she mixed into it. It had a smell that was indescribable, it just smelled fresh.  After she mixed the dough by hand (it was called kneading the dough) she would roll it into little tiny loaves about 4 inches long and about 1-1/2 inches around and she would cover it with one of her clean dish towels for a period of time, and a magical thing would happen. It would begin to grow right there in the pan, I never knew it was the yeast, I thought it was magic and my grandma never told me any different (until I was older of course). Anyway, after the bread would rise to a certain point she would take it out of the pan and kneed it again. As she kneaded it for the second time she would take some of the dough and put it to the side, then she would put the bread back into the pan to rise again before it went into the oven to bake. The dough she put to the side was for me.  She would put some lard into a cast iron skillet about an inch deep and just as it reached the perfect temperature she would drop biscuit sized pieces of the dough into the grease and they would swell up in just a few seconds. I ate these little miracles as fast as she could cook them for me, they were great. THEN, when the bread was done she would cut me a piece of it while it was still hot and put some real butter on it and I was in heaven for the moment I ate that mouth watering wonder.  It was great, I'll never forget those times.  She is with Jesus now and I'll never have those great moments with her again, but as I tell this story I can still taste that home made bread. The reason I tell this story is because I want to compare it to the way Jesus affects our lives.  

    When Jesus comes into our lives He begins to Kneed our hearts with his own two hands.  He has the ability to change us in an instant, as we are exposed to his word. It is like yeast to our spirit. As His word penetrates us we begin to grow and grow. We can begin as virtually nothing and grow into a person who can be instrumental in helping to save thousands.  Don't discount yourself, you may be the one that may help change the entire world in it's beliefs about our Lord.  All it takes is a willing heart that is seriously open to total obedience to Him. YOU COULD BE THE ONE!!!

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

A little yeast causes a whole lump of dough to rise. It only takes one wrong person to infect all the others. Are you that person?

 

 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...

