Preparation"
    

Then fourteen years later I went back to Jerusalem again, this time with Barnabas; and Titus came along, too. 
(Galatians 2:1 NLT)
    Paul was converted around a.d. 35. The 14 years he mentions are probably calculated from the time of his conversion. Therefore, this trip to Jerusalem was not his first. Most likely, he made his first trip to Jerusalem around a.d. 38 (see Acts 9:26-30), and other trips to Jerusalem in approximately a.d. 44 (Acts 11:29, 30; Galatians 2:1-10), a.d. 49/50 (Acts 15), a.d. 52 (Acts 18:22), and a.d. 57 (Acts 21:15ff). Paul probably visited Jerusalem on several other occasions as well.

    Barnabas and Titus were two of Paul’s close friends. Barnabas and Paul visited Galatia together on their first missionary journey. Paul wrote a personal letter to Titus, a faithful believer and church leader serving on the island of Crete (see the book of Titus). 

    After his conversion, Paul spent many years preparing for the ministry to which God had called him. This preparation period included time alone with God, as well as time conferring with other Christians. Often new Christians, in their zeal, want to begin a full-time ministry without investing the necessary time studying the Bible and learning from qualified teachers. We need not wait to share Christ with our friends, but we may need more preparation before embarking on a special ministry, whether volunteer or paid. While we wait for God’s timing, we should continue to study, learn, and grow.

    2I went there because God revealed to me that I should go. While I was there I talked privately with the leaders of the church. I wanted them to understand what I had been preaching to the Gentiles. I wanted to make sure they did not disagree, or my ministry would have been useless. 3And they did agree. They did not even demand that my companion Titus be circumcised, though he was a Gentile. (Galatians 2:2-3 NLT), God told Paul, through a revelation, to confer with the church leaders in Jerusalem about the message he was preaching to the Gentiles, so they would understand and approve of what he was doing. The essence of Paul’s message to both Jews and Gentiles was that God’s salvation is offered to all people regardless of race, sex, nationality, wealth, social standing, educational level, or anything else. Anyone can be forgiven by trusting in Christ (see Romans 10:8-13).

    Even though God had specifically sent him to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15, 16), Paul needed to discuss his message with the leaders of the Jerusalem church (Acts 15). This meeting prevented a major split in the church, and it formally acknowledged the apostles’ approval of Paul’s preaching. Sometimes we avoid conferring with others because we fear that problems or arguments may develop. Instead, we should openly discuss our plans and actions with friends, counselors, and advisers. Good communication helps everyone understand the situation better, it reduces gossip, and it builds unity in the church.

    4Even that question wouldn’t have come up except for some so-called Christians there—false ones, really, who came to spy on us and see our freedom in Christ Jesus. They wanted to force us, like slaves, to follow their Jewish regulations. 5But we refused to listen to them for a single moment. We wanted to preserve the truth of the Good News for you. (Galatians 2:4-5 NLT), When Paul took Titus, a Greek Christian, to Jerusalem, the Judaizers ("false" Christians) said that Titus should be circumcised. Paul adamantly refused to give in to their demands. The apostles agreed that circumcision was an unnecessary rite for Gentile converts. Several years later, Paul circumcised Timothy, another Greek Christian (Acts 16:3). Unlike Titus, however, Timothy was half Jewish. Paul did not deny Jews the right to be circumcised; he was simply saying that Gentiles should not be asked to become Jews before becoming Christians.

    These false Christians were most likely from the party of the Pharisees (Acts 15:5). These were the strictest religious leaders of Judaism, some of whom had been converted. We don’t know if these were representatives of well-meaning converts or of those trying to pervert Christianity. Most commentators agree that neither Peter nor James had any part in this conspiracy.

    We normally think of taking a stand against those who might lead us into immoral behavior, but Paul had to take a hard line against the most "moral" of people. We must not give in to those who make the keeping of man-made standards a condition for salvation, even when such people are morally upright or in respected positions.

 

    ************************************ 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...  

As iron sharpens iron, a friend sharpens a friend.
 
 

  ************************************
 

Think About It...
 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
