Must you be Popular?

But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all; 
(Matthew 12:15 KJV)

    Up to this point, Jesus had been aggressively confronting the Pharisees’ hypocrisy. Here he decided to withdraw from the synagogue before a major confrontation developed because it was not yet time for him to die. Jesus had many lessons still to teach his disciples and the people.

          And charged them that they should not make him known: (Matthew 12:16 KJV), Jesus did not want those he healed to tell others about his miracles because he didn’t want the people coming to him for the wrong reasons. That would hinder his teaching ministry and arouse false hopes about an earthly kingdom. But the news of Jesus’ miracles spread, and many came to see for themselves.

    While Jesus was drawing fire from the religious leaders, he was gaining great popularity among the people. Some were curious, some sought healing, some wanted evidence to use against him, and others wanted to know if Jesus truly was the Messiah. Most of them could only dimly guess at the real meaning of what was happening among them. Today crowds still follow Jesus, and they come for the same variety of reasons. What is your primary reason for following Jesus?

    The evil spirits knew that Jesus was the Son of God, but they refused to turn from their evil purposes. Knowing about Jesus, or even believing that he is God’s Son, does not guarantee salvation. You must also want to follow and obey him.

    Jesus warned the evil spirits not to reveal his identity because he did not want them to reinforce a popular misconception. The huge crowds were looking for a political and military leader who would free them from Rome’s control, and they thought that the Messiah predicted by the Old Testament prophets would be this kind of man. Jesus wanted to teach the people about the kind of Messiah he really was—one who was far different from their expectations. Christ’s Kingdom is spiritual. It begins with the overthrow of sin in people’s hearts, not with the overthrow of governments.

    17-That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 18-Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall show judgment to the Gentiles. 19-He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets. 20-A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory. 21-And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. (Matthew 12:17-21 KJV), The people expected the Messiah to be a king. This quotation from Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 42:1-4 KJV), showed that the Messiah was indeed a king, but it illustrated what kind of king—a quiet, gentle ruler who brings justice to the nations. Like the crowd in Jesus’ day, we may want Christ to rule as a king and bring great and visible victories in our life. But often Christ’s work is quiet, and it happens according to his perfect timing, not ours.
    The chosen servant reveals a character of gentleness, encouragement, justice, and truth. When you feel broken and bruised or burned out in your spiritual life, God won’t step on you or toss you aside as useless but will gently pick you up. God’s loving attributes are desperately needed in the world today. Through God’s Spirit, we can show such sensitivity to people around us, reflecting God’s goodness and honesty to them.

 

 

 

 

    THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

Once word of Jesus’ healing power spread, crowds gathered just to touch him. For many, he had become a magician or a symbol of good fortune. Instead of desiring God’s pardon and love, they only wanted physical healing or a chance to see spectacular events. Some people still see God as a cosmic magician and consider prayer as a way to get God to do his tricks. But God is not a magician—he is the Master. Prayer is not a way for us to control God; it is a way for us to put ourselves under his control.
 

 Think About It...

 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
