“Love Is Kind”
"Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up", 
(1 Corinthians 13:4 kjv)
"Charity is defined as love"
        Our society confuses love and lust. Unlike lust, God’s kind of love is directed outward toward others, not inward toward ourselves. It is utterly unselfish. This kind of love goes against our natural inclinations. It is impossible to have this love unless God helps us set aside our own natural desires so that we can love and not expect anything in return. Thus, the more we become like Christ, the more love we will show to others. We should live expectantly because Christ is coming soon. Getting ready to meet Christ involves continually growing in love for God and for others, (see Jesus’ summary of the law in Matthew 22:37-40), 37Jesus said unto him, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets".                It is important to pray regularly and to reach out to needy people. Your possessions, status, and power will mean nothing in God’s Kingdom, but you will spend eternity with other people. Invest your time and talents where they will make an eternal difference. Jesus said that if we truly love God and our neighbor, we will naturally keep the commandments. This is looking at God’s law positively. Rather than worrying about all we should not do, we should concentrate on all we can do to show our love for God and others.

        "Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others", (Philipians 2:4). Philippi was a cosmopolitan city. The composition of the church reflected great diversity, with people from a variety of backgrounds and walks of life. The church included Lydia, a Jewish convert from Asia and a wealthy businesswoman; the slave girl, probably a native Greek; and the jailer serving this colony of the empire, probably a Roman. With so many different backgrounds among the members, unity must have been difficult to maintain. Although there is no evidence of division in the church, its unity had to be safeguarded. Paul encourages us to guard against any selfishness, prejudice, or jealousy that might lead to dissension. Showing genuine interest in others is a positive step forward in maintaining unity among believers.

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

        If you really want to see your life take a turn for the better, just start loving more. We think; I do love people, I do give to others, I do want to help people in need.   What I'm trying to say is that we may have been taught to love by others that only half love and we don't know the difference.  Total and true love ("charity") is the willingness to give not only what we are expected to give , but the willingness to give whatever we have to give (our time or possessions or our money) if it will benefit someone else in need.  A lot of us have been taught by people who are just not willing to part with what they have if someone truly needs it.  If they taught this kind of love then they would have to live it as well so they change the true meaning of true love("charity") so they can keep their things and their money.  

        Have you ever been in the situation where someone needed some furniture and you said; I think I'll buy me a new couch and give the old one to them?  WRONG!!!  If God asked you for that furniture, would you give him the old stuff?  ....No way, Jose'....  You'd give Him the new stuff.  "God don't want your junk, He wants the good new stuff", (Proverbs 19:17 says:) 7"He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that which he hath given will he pay him again".  Let's hand out some real love, the next time you see someone has a need, go and get them the new stuff and you keep the old stuff.  That's how you can prove to yourself that you love all the way, not half way.  OH!!  I forgot the hard part; don't tell anyone you did it...Keep it between you and God...(Matthew 6:1-4), 1Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. 2Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 3But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 4That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.  Sometimes not telling how you helped someone is more difficult than the giving.  After you give, go after God's blessing instead of a pat on the back from a person...

 

THINK ABOUT IT...
 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...

 

