Just Do it!

"What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ (Matthew 21:28 NIV)

 
    29"‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 30"Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. (Matthew 21:29-30 NIV), The son who said he would obey and then didn’t represented the people of Israel in Jesus’ day. They said they wanted to do God’s will, but they constantly disobeyed. They were phony, just going through the motions. It is dangerous to pretend to obey God when our heart is far from him because God knows our true intentions. Our actions must match our words. Are you just going through the motions or, are you really and truly obeying God and living your life like he expects you to.
    31"Which of the two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they answered. Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. (Matthew 21:31-32 NIV), Tax collectors were notorious for their dishonesty. Romans gathered funds for their government by farming out the collection privilege. Tax collectors earned their own living by adding a sizable sum—whatever they could get away with—to the total and keeping this money for themselves. Unless the people revolted and risked Roman retaliation, they had to pay whatever was demanded. Obviously they hated the tax collectors, who were generally dishonest, greedy, and ready to betray their own countrymen for cold cash. Yet, said John, God would accept even these men; God desires to pour out mercy on those who confess their sins and then to give them strength to live changed lives.

The tax collectors (who embodied evil in most people’s minds) and common people heard John’s message and repented. In contrast, the Pharisees and experts in the law—religious leaders—rejected his words. Wanting to live their own way, they justified their own point of view and refused to listen to other ideas, (sounds like some of our religeous leaders of today). Rather than trying to force your plans on God, try to discover his plan for you.

    By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient. (Hebrews 11:31 NIV), When Joshua planned the conquest of Jericho, he sent spies to investigate the fortifications of the city. The spies met Rahab, who had two strikes against her—she was a Gentile and a prostitute. But she showed that she had faith in God by welcoming the spies and by trusting God to spare her and her family when the city was destroyed. Faith helps us turn around and do what is right regardless of our past or the disapproval of others.

 

Profile Of Rahab
 

Rahab was a prostitute in the city of Jericho. As a prostitute, she lived on the edge of society, one stop short of rejection. Her house, built right into the city wall, provided both lodging and favors to travelers. It was a natural place for the Israelite spies to stay, as they would be mistaken for Rahab’s customers. 
Stories about the Israelites had been circulating for some time, but now it was evident that the Israelites were about to invade. Living on the wall, Rahab felt especially vulnerable. Yet while she shared the general mood of fear with the rest of Jericho’s population, she alone turned to the Lord for her salvation. Her faith gave her the courage to hide the spies and lie to the authorities. Rahab knew her position was dangerous; she could have been killed if she had been caught harboring the Israelites. Rahab took the risk, however, because she sensed that the Israelites relied on a God worth trusting. And God rewarded Rahab by promising safety for her and her family.
God works through people—like Rahab—whom we are inclined to reject. God remembers her because of her faith, not her profession. If at times you feel like a failure, remember that Rahab rose above her situation through her trust in God. You can do the same!  
    Just about four weeks ago my wife and I were on the way to meet some friends at a Mexican restaurant for lunch when I told my wife; "we need to go by the church". She asked me "why" and I said "I don't know". So we called our friends and told them we would be a little late but we didn't know why. When we got to the church we drove into the parking lot and went to the back of the parking lot to look around the church buses then we started to drive to the front to leave when we saw a black Mercedes come into the parking lot. There were two women in the car. They stopped us and one of them had tears in her eyes. She said that she was a recovering alcoholic and she wanted to go into the church and pray a prayer that the organization gave her to pray. She said she did not have to pray this prayer in a church, but she felt she should do it that way. Just looking at this woman, I could tell she was having other problems along with the alcohol. 

    God was there that day because there is normally no one is at the church on Saturday afternoon. The youth minister was there and we were able to get in. After we entered the building, I showed the ladies to the sanctuary and they knelt down and began to pray. As they prayed I listened carefully and I did not hear the woman refer to God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit. She had been given and empty prayer to pray. After she finished I asked her if I could pray for her and she said yes. During the prayer she cried and a seed was planted. We prayed for healing of her problem with alcohol among other things. We prayed to God and in the name of Jesus, out loud and she was blessed. I know this because I saw her in church this past Sunday, just two days ago, and she told me that she was there for the last three weeks in a row. The woman had signs of life in her face and she was smiling, she had been hearing the preacher tell her about Jesus Christ. 

    We need to listen when God calls us to go to work for him. Had I not listened, this woman may have never felt the love of God. Please listen when God calls you to do a task for him. We did not have to miss lunch and we still had fun eating with our friends. We were just a little late. Go when he calls you, you won't have to miss much, and you may even have a better time knowing that you were able to help someone's life. Just a little favor to someone could change their life forever. I guess we are so busy thinking of ourselves sometimes that we tend to forget that there might be someone out there not as fortunate as we are. 

    If you are truly saved, then you have nothing to loose. You have inherited the Kingdom Of God. You have it all, your Daddy owns it all and you are heir to all of his holdings. So next time you feel like you have to give up something to help someone, maybe you need to look at your heart and find out who it belongs to; you or Jesus.

 

    The Kingdom of Heaven began when God himself entered human history as a man. Today Jesus Christ reigns in the hearts of believers, but the Kingdom of Heaven will not be fully realized until all evil in the world is judged and removed. Christ came to earth first as a suffering servant; he will come again as king and judge to rule victoriously over all the earth.
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

You will never have anything more or better than what you are willing to settle for...R.R...

************************************

 
Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
