It’s about Family

While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him. 

(Matthew 12:46 KJV)

 

    47-Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee. 48-But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? 49-And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren! 50-For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. (Matthew 12:47-50 KJV), Jesus was not denying his responsibility to his earthly family. On the contrary, he criticized the religious leaders for not following the Old Testament command to honor their parents. He provided for his mother’s security as he hung on the cross (see John 19:25-27). His mother and brothers were present in the upper room at Pentecost (see Acts 1:14). Instead, Jesus was pointing out that spiritual relationships are as binding as physical ones, and he was paving the way for a new community of believers (the universal church), our spiritual family.
    Jesus’ mother was Mary (Luke 1:30-31), and his brothers were probably the other children Mary and Joseph had after Jesus. Some Christians believe the ancient tradition that Jesus was Mary’s only child. If this is true, the "brothers" were possibly cousins (cousins were often called brothers in those days). Some have offered yet another suggestion: When Joseph married Mary, he was a widower, and these were his children by his first marriage. Most likely, these were Jesus’ half brothers (see Mark 6:3, 4).

    Jesus’ family did not yet fully understand his ministry, as can be seen in verse 21. Jesus explained that in our spiritual family, the relationships are ultimately more important and longer lasting than those formed in our physical families.

    Jesus’ brothers had a difficult time believing in him. Some of these brothers would eventually become leaders in the church (James, for example), but for several years they were embarrassed by Jesus. After Jesus died and rose again, they finally believed. We today have every reason to believe because we have the full record of Jesus’ miracles, death, and resurrection. We also have the evidence of what the Good News has done in people’s lives through the centuries. Don’t miss this opportunity to believe in God’s Son.

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

 

Because Jesus Christ is Lord and Master, he should call us servants; instead, he calls us friends. How comforting and reassuring to be chosen as Christ’s friends. Because he is Lord and Master, we owe him our unqualified obedience, but most of all, Jesus asks us to obey him because we love him.

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...

