I’m so Shallow, Show Me a Sign!

The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them a sign from heaven. 
(Matthew 16:1 NIV)
    The Pharisees and Sadducees were Jewish religious leaders of two different parties, and their views were diametrically opposed on many issues. The Pharisees carefully followed their religious rules and traditions, believing that this was the way to God. They also believed in the authority of all Scripture and in the resurrection of the dead. The Sadducees accepted only the books of Moses as Scripture and did not believe in life after death. In Jesus, however, these two groups had a common enemy, and they joined forces to try to kill him. For more information on the Pharisees and Sadducees, see the charts below. 

	The Pharisees and Sadducees

	The Pharisees and Sadducees were the two major religious groups in Israel at the time of Christ. The Pharisees were more religiously minded, while the Sadducees were more politically minded. Although the groups dislike and distrusted each other, they became allies in their common hatred for Jesus

	Name
	Positive Characteristics
	Negative Characteristics

	Pharisees
	Were committed to obeying all of God’s commands were admired by the common people for their apparent piety

Believed in a bodily resurrection and eternal life

Believed in angles and demons
	Behaved as though their own religious were just as important as God’s rules for living

Their piety was often hypocritical, and their efforts often forced others to try to live up to standards they themselves could not live up to

Believed that salvation came from perfect obedience to the law and was not based on forgiveness of sins

Became so obsessed with obeying the legal interpretations in every detail that they completely ignored God’s message of mercy and grace

Were more concerned with appearing to be good than obeying God

	Sadducees
	Believed strongly in the Mosaic law and in Levitical purity

Were more practically minded the Pharisees
	Relied on logic while placing little importance on faith

Did not believe all the Old Testament was God’s Word

Did not believe in a bodily resurrection or eternal life

Did not believe in angels or demons

Were often willing to compromise their values with the Romans and others in order to maintain their status and influential positions


	Prominent Jewish Religious and Political Groups

	Name and Selected References
	Description
	Agreement with Jesus
	Disagreement with Jesus

	Pharisees
Matthew 5:20
Matthew 23:1-36
Luke 6:2
Luke 7:36-47
	Strict group of religious Jews who advocated obedience to the most minute portions of the Jewish law and traditions. Very influential in the synagogues.
	Respect for the law, belief in the resurrection of the dead, committed to obeying God’s will.
	Rejected Jesus’ claim to be Messiah because he did not follow all their traditions and associated with notoriously wicked people.

	Sadducees
Matthew 3:7
Matthew 16:11, 12
Mark 12:18
	Wealthy, upper class, Jewish priestly party. Rejected the authority of the Bible beyond the five books of Moses. Profited from business in the Temple. They, along with the Pharisees, were one of the two major parties of the Jewish high council.
	Showed great respect for the five books of Moses, as well as the sanctity of the Temple.
	Denied the resurrection of the dead. Though the Temple could also be used as a place to transact business.

	Teachers of Religious Law
Matthew 7:29
Mark 2:6
Mark 2:16
	Professional interpreters of the law—who especially emphasized the traditions. Many teachers of religious law were Pharisees
	Respect for the law. Committed to obeying God.
	Denied Jesus’ authority to reinterpret the law. Rejected Jesus as Messiah because he did not obey all of their traditions

	Supporters of Herod
Matthew 22:16
Mark 3:6
Mark 12:13
	A Jewish political party of King Herod’s supporters
	Unknown. In the Gospels they tried to trap Jesus with questions and plotted to kill him.
	Afraid of Jesus causing political instability. They saw Jesus as a threat to the political future at a time when they were trying to regain from Rome some of the lost political power.

	Zealots
Luke 6:15
Acts 1:14
	A fiercely dedicated group of Jewish patriots determined to end Roman rule in Israel.
	Concerned about the future of Israel. Believed in the Messiah but did not recognize Jesus as the one sent by God.
	Believed that the Messiah must be a political leader who would deliver Israel from Roman occupation

	Essenes
none
	Jewish monastic group practicing ritual purity and personal holiness
	Emphasized justice, honesty commitment.
	Believed ceremonial rituals made them righteous.


    The Pharisees and Sadducees demanded a sign "from heaven." They tried to explain away Jesus’ other miracles as sleight of hand, coincidence, or use of evil power, but they believed that only God could do a sign in the sky. This, they were sure, would be a feat beyond Jesus’ power. Although Jesus could have easily impressed them, he refused. He knew that even a miracle in the sky would not convince them he was the Messiah because they had already decided not to believe in him.

2-He replied, "When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ 3-and in the morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4-A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah." Jesus then left them and went away. (Matthew 16:2-4 NIV), What was the sign of the prophet Jonah? God had asked Jonah to preach repentance to the Gentiles (non-Jews). Jesus was affirming Jonah’s message. Salvation is not only for Jews but for all people. (Matthew 12:40) adds another explanation: Jesus would die and rise after three days, just as the prophet Jonah was rescued after three days in the belly of the great fish.
    For most of recorded history, the world’s principal occupation was farming. The farmer depended directly on the weather for his livelihood. He needed just the right amounts of sun and rain—not too much, not too little—to make his living, and he grew skilled at interpreting natural signs. Jesus was announcing an earthshaking event that would be much more important than the year’s crops—the coming of God’s Kingdom. Just as dark clouds forewarn of a rainstorm, there were signs that the Kingdom would soon arrive. But Jesus’ hearers, though skilled at interpreting weather signs, were intentionally ignoring the signs of the times.

    Many people, like these Jewish leaders, say they want to see a miracle so that they can believe. But Jesus knew that miracles never convince the skeptical. Jesus had been healing, raising people from the dead, and feeding thousands, and still people wanted him to prove himself. Do you doubt Christ because you haven’t seen a miracle? Do you expect God to prove himself to you personally before you believe? Jesus says, "blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." (John 20:29 NIV). We have miracles recorded in the Old and New Testaments, 2,000 years of church history, and the witness of thousands. With all this evidence, those who won’t believe are either too proud or too stubborn. If you simply step forward in faith and believe, then you will begin to see the miracles that God can do in your life!
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

  
Many Jews considered the Good News of Jesus Christ to be foolish, because they thought the Messiah would be a conquering king accompanied by signs and miracles. Jesus had not restored David’s throne as they expected. Besides, he was executed as a criminal, and how could a criminal be a savior? Greeks, too, considered the Good News foolish: They did not believe in a bodily resurrection, they did not see in Jesus the powerful characteristics of their mythological gods, and they thought no reputable person would be crucified. To them, death was defeat, not victory.

The Good News of Jesus Christ still sounds foolish to many. Our society worships power, influence, and wealth. Jesus came as a humble, poor servant, and he offers his Kingdom to those who have faith, not to those who do all kinds of good deeds to try to earn salvation. This looks foolish to the world, but Christ is the mighty power of God, the only way we can be saved.

 Knowing Christ personally is the greatest wisdom anyone can have.
**************************************
 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
 

