I Love You, Please Take Me Back

Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. (Luke 15:11 NIV)

 

    12-The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 13-"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14-After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  (Luke 15:12-14 NIV), The younger son’s share of the estate would have been one-third, with the older son receiving two-thirds. In most cases he would have received this at his father’s death, although fathers sometimes chose to divide up their inheritance early and retire from managing their estates. What is unusual here is that the younger one initiated the division of the estate. This showed arrogant disregard for his father’s authority as head of the family.
    15-So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16-He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. (Luke 15:15-16 NIV), According to Moses’ law, pigs were unclean animals. This meant that pigs could not be eaten or used for sacrifices. To protect themselves from defilement, Jews would not even touch pigs. For a Jew to stoop to feeding pigs was a great humiliation, and for this young man to eat food that the pigs had touched was to be degraded beyond belief. The younger son had truly sunk to the depths.
    17- "When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18-I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19-I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.’ (Luke 15:17-19 NIV), The younger son, like many who are rebellious and immature, wanted to be free to live as he pleased, and he had to hit bottom before he came to his senses. It often takes great sorrow and tragedy to cause people to look to the only one who can help them—Jesus. Are you trying to live life your own way, selfishly pushing aside any responsibility or commitment that gets in your way? Stop and look before you hit bottom. You will save yourself and your family much grief.
   20-So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21- "The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 22- "But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23-Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24-For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. (Luke 15:20-24 NIV), In this story, the father watched and waited. He was dealing with a human being with a will of his own, but he was ready to greet his son if he returned. In the same way, God’s love is constant and patient and welcoming. He will search for us and give us opportunities to respond, but he will not force us to come to him. Like the father in this story, God waits patiently for us to come to our senses.
 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

To all the parents who read this today; If your child is gone, pray that they will come back and that they will realize they need you and your wisdom as an adult.  A young person has no chance in this world unless they have good guidance.  As a parent you have the responsibility to your child to lead them in the right direction.  The only way you can do this is with God's word.  Please use God's word instead of your own...
 

  
Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
