"I Have Been Crucified With Christ"
  But what if we seek to be made right with God through faith in Christ and then find out that we are still sinners? Has Christ led us into sin? Of course not! 
(Galatians 2:17 NLT)

 
 

18Rather, I make myself guilty if I rebuild the old system I already tore down. 19For when I tried to keep the law, I realized I could never earn God’s approval. So I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ. (Galatians 2:18-19 NLT), Through studying the Old Testament Scriptures, Paul realized that he could not be saved by obeying God’s laws. The prophets knew that God’s plan of salvation did not rest on keeping the law (see the chart "Three Distortions of Christianity" for references below). Because we have all been infected by sin, we cannot keep God’s laws perfectly. Fortunately, God has provided a way of salvation that depends on Jesus Christ, not on our own efforts. Even though we know this truth, we must guard against the temptation of using service, good deeds, charitable giving, or any other effort as a substitute for faith.
 

	Three Distortions of Christianity

	Almost from the beginning there were forces at work within Christianity that would have destroyed or sidetracked the movement. Of these, three created many problems then and have continued to reappear in other forms even today. The three aberrations are contrasted to true Christianity.

	Group
	Their definition of a Christian
	Their genuine concern
	The danger
	Application question

	Judaized Christianity
	Christians are Jews who have recognized Jesus as the promised Savior. Therefore, any Gentile desiring to become a Christian must first become a Jew.
	Having a high regard for the Scriptures and God's choice of Jews as his people, they did not want to see God's commands overlooked or broken.
	Tends to add human traditions and standards to God's law. Also subtracts from the Scriptures God's clear concern for all nations.
	Do you appreciate God's choice of a unique people through whom he offered forgiveness and eternal life to all peoples?

	Legalized Christianity
	Christians are those who live by a long list of "don'ts." God's favor is earned by good behavior.
	Recognized that real change brought about by God should lead to changes in behavior.
	Tends to make God's love something to earn rather than to accept freely. Would reduce Christianity to a set of impossible rules and transform the Good News into bad news.
	As important as change in action is, can you see that God may be desiring different changes in you than in others?

	Lawless Christianity
	Christians live above the law. They need no guidelines. God's Word is not as important as our personal sense of God's guidance.
	Recognized that forgiveness from God cannot be based on our ability to live up to his perfect standards. It must be received by faith as a gift made possible by Christ's death on the cross.
	Forgets that Christians are still human and fail consistently when trying to live only by what they "feel" God wants.
	Do you recognize the ongoing need for God's expressed commands as you live out your gratitude for his great salvation?

	True Christianity
	Christians are those who believe inwardly and outwardly that Jesus' death has allowed God to offer them forgiveness and eternal life as a gift. They have accepted that received the gift through faith and are seeking to live a life of obedient gratitude for what God has done for them.
	Christianity is both private and public, with heart-belief and mouth-confession. Our relationship to God and the power he provides result in obedience. Having received the gift of forgiveness and eternal life, we are now daily challenged to live that life with his help.
	Avoids the above dangers.
	How would those closest to you describe your Christianity? Do they think you live so that God will accept you, or do they know that you live because God has accepted you in Christ?


    I myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me. So I live my life in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I am not one of those who treats the grace of God as meaningless. For if we could be saved by keeping the law, then there was no need for Christ to die. (Galatians 2:20 NLT), 

    How have we been crucified with Christ? Legally, God looks at us as if we had died with Christ. Because our sins died with him, we are no longer condemned (Colossians 2:13-15). Relationally, we have become one with Christ, and his experiences are ours. Our Christian life began when, in unity with him, we died to our old life (see Romans 6:5-11). In our daily life, we must regularly crucify sinful desires that keep us from following Christ. This, too, is a kind of dying with him (Luke 9:23-25).
    And yet the focus of Christianity is not dying but living. Because we have been crucified with Christ, we have also been raised with him (Romans 6:5). Legally, we have been reconciled with God (2 Corinthians 5:19) and are free to grow into Christ’s likeness (Romans 8:29). And in our daily life, we have Christ’s resurrection power as we continue to fight sin (Ephesians 1:19, 20). We are no longer alone, for Christ lives in us—he is our power for living and our hope for the future (Colossians 1:27).

    Believers today may still be in danger of acting as if Christ died for nothing. How? By replacing Jewish legalism with their own brand of Christian legalism, they are giving people extra laws to obey. By believing they can earn God’s favor by what they do, they are not trusting completely in Christ’s work on the cross. By struggling to appropriate God’s power to change them (sanctification), they are not resting in God’s power to save them (justification). If we could be saved by being good, then Christ would not have had to die. But the cross is the only way to salvation.

     ************************************ 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...  

  

Jesus gave his life as a ransom for our sin. A ransom was the price paid to purchase freedom for a slave. Jesus, our mediator, gave his life in exchange for ours. By his death, he paid our penalty for sin and purchased our freedom.
  ************************************
 

Think About It...
 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
