“Identified or Simply Interested”

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20).

        How have we been crucified with Christ? Legally, God looks at us as if we had died with Christ. Because our sins died with him, we are no longer condemned. Relationally, we have become one with Christ, and his experiences are ours. Our Christian life began when, in unity with him, we died to our old life. In our daily life, we must regularly crucify sinful desires that keep us from following Christ. This, too, is a kind of dying with him.
        And yet the focus of Christianity is not dying but living. Because we have been crucified with Christ, we have also been raised with him. Legally, we have been reconciled with God and are free to grow into Christ’s likeness. And in our daily life, we have Christ’s resurrection power as we continue to fight sin. We are no longer alone, for Christ lives in us—he is our power for living and our hope for the future.
        The inescapable spiritual need each of us has is the need to sign the death certificate of our sin nature. I must take my emotional opinions and intellectual beliefs and be willing to turn them into a moral verdict against the nature of sin; that is, against any claim I have to my right to myself. Paul said, "I have been crucified with Christ … ." He did not say, "I have made a determination to imitate Jesus Christ," or, "I will really make an effort to follow Him"—but—"I have been identified with Him in His death." Once I reach this moral decision and act on it, all that Christ accomplished for me on the Cross is accomplished in me. My unrestrained commitment of myself to God gives the Holy Spirit the opportunity to grant to me the holiness of Jesus Christ.
        "… it is no longer I who live … ." My individuality remains, but my primary motivation for living and the nature that rules me are radically changed. I have the same human body, but the old satanic right to myself has been destroyed.
        "… and the life which I now live in the flesh," not the life which I long to live or even pray that I live, but the life I now live in my mortal flesh—the life which others can see, "I live by faith in the Son of God … ." This faith was not Paul’s own faith in Jesus Christ, but the faith the Son God had given to him (see Ephesians 2:8). For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: It is no longer a faith in faith, but a faith that transcends all imaginable limits—a faith that comes only from the Son of God.
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
        Have you ever thought about the meaning of the word shallow?  Basically it means no depth.  Let's look at this.  Have you ever seen those little puddles of water on a concrete driveway right after it rains?  Most of the time they are only about 1/2" deep or so.  When the sun comes out those little puddles dry up in no time, they were just there for a little while.   I think sometimes we are the same way.  When times are easy we are ready to go for the Lord, but you just let times get a little bad or let someone ask you to serve in the church.  I'll tell you what!  Most of us just dry up like those little puddles and we just disappear as quick as we appeared.  Why don't we just go ahead and serve and give no matter how rough our lives are right now.  Volunteer in your church the next time you are there again, and give 10% of your income as a tithe to your church.  Did you know that God calls those of us who do not tithe Robbers?  If you think I'm joking, (see Malachi 3:8-10):
                                                                                                                                     8Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 9Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 10Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 
        Malachi urged the people to stop holding back their tithes, to stop cheating God. The tithing system began during the time of Moses. The Levites received some of the tithe because they could not possess land of their own. During Malachi’s day, the people were not giving tithes, so the Levites went to work to earn a living, thereby neglecting their God-given responsibilities to care for the Temple and for the service of worship.  It's sort of like that today, as a whole we are not giving enough to the church and our ministers are having to go out and get jobs to supliment thier income, but when we need them we complain because they are not there for us. If everyone gave their 10% there would be so much more the churches could do in our communities and all the way around the world.  Won't you please give to your church so God's work can be done more effectively.  Everything we have is from God; so when we refuse to return to him a part of what he has given, we rob him. Do you selfishly want to keep 100 percent of what God gives, or are you willing to return at least 10 percent to help advance God’s Kingdom?

        A lot of us get mad when the preacher preaches about how we should give to our church (the storehouse).  Why do people get mad?  Those of us who get mad are normally the ones who are not giving like they should.  It plainly says it in the bible that we are to give back 10% of what God gives us.  Are you robbing God?  Are you a criminal?  He says he will bless you if you will tithe, why won't you believe him?  God never lies.  You say: "I can't give 10% of my income because I can barely pay my bills as it is".  Maybe that is why you can't pay your bills.  Are you getting angry yet?  Have you been robbing God?  

Think About It... 
Love, Your Friend, Roy... 
