"I AM"

 

Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way." (Matthew 15:32 NIV)

 

    This feeding of 4,000 is a separate event from the feeding of the 5,000 (Matthew 14:13-21), confirmed by (Mark 8:19-20). This was the beginning of Jesus’ expanded ministry to the Gentiles.

    This time Jesus was ministering to a non-Jewish crowd in the Gentile region of the Ten Towns. Jesus’ actions and message were beginning to have an impact on large numbers of Gentiles.

    33-His disciples answered, "Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?" 34- "How many loaves do you have?" Jesus asked. "Seven," they replied, "and a few small fish." 35-He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36-Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the people. 37-They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 38-The number of those who ate was four thousand, besides women and children. (Matthew 15:33-38 NIV), Jesus had already fed more than 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish. Here, in a similar situation, the disciples were again perplexed. How easily we throw up our hands in despair when faced with difficult situations. Like the disciples, we often forget that if God has cared for us in the past, he will do the same now. When facing a difficult situation, remember that God cares for you and trust him to work faithfully again.
    After Jesus had sent the crowd away, he got into the boat and went to the vicinity of Magadan. (Matthew 15:39 NIV), Magadan was located on the west shore of the Sea of Galilee. Also known as Dalmanutha (Mark 8:10), this was Mary Magdalene’s hometown.

    Different people have examined Jesus’ life and ministry: his neighbors and family and the disciples. Yet none of these appreciated Jesus for who he was. The disciples were still pondering, still confused, still unbelieving. They did not realize that Jesus could provide for them. They were so preoccupied with the immensity of the task that they could not see what was possible with God. Do you let what seems impossible about Christianity keep you from believing?  There are so many people that quit because they look at a difficult task and see it as impossible.  With God there is nothing that is impossible, we serve a God that created the Earth and the Heavens and he hung the sun and the moon in the sky.  Do you really think that any task on this Earth is impossible for him to accomplish?  The only way God is hampered is by our disbelief that he can do anything.  If you are failing in your life or in your ministry maybe your faith in the Almighty God needs some adjustment.  Let me tell you now that if you are doing your job for the Lord God and you are in line with his will, he will not let anything get in your way.  Yes the devil may attack you but if you really want to, you can walk around his attacks and leave him behind looking like the fool he really is.  It is time we as Christians get off of our spiritually lazy bottom ends and quit justifying and compromising our lives so that we can do some business for Jesus. The devil is very successful in defeating people because they are afraid to step out on the faith they are guaranteed by God in His Word.  People are afraid they will loose their stuff (possessions). Let's make ourselves a promise this week that we will step out on faith in areas in our lives and believe that God will do something miraculous for us. All he asks for is just a little faith in him. Why don't we just try the faith thing, and then watch what God will do in return. Can I get an Amen?
 

 

*************************************

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

One of my friends went to camp with the children from my church this week and while he was gone is house burned.  When he was told of this he just said "Oh I thought something really bad happened, like someone may have been hurt or died".  He stayed at camp until it was over because he knew that all those possessions were just "STUFF".  The kids at camp were more important to him this week, even more important than his own home.  Tell me; how important is your "STUFF" to you?  How much more importance to you place upon yourself and your "STUFF" above someone who is in need.  If you are a real Christian your answer should be "ZERO".  Some of you may disagree with my last statement and that is okay.  I challenge you to show me in God's word where Jesus put himself or anything he had before the very least of anybody.  He came here to serve us and to give it all up for us and he expects us to be the same as he was; not 99 percent as much as he was, but 100 percent.  Do you have the backbone to be 100 percent real, or, are you without faith. 
 I pray you said 100 percent...

 

 

**************************************

 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
