Do You Still Not Understand?

When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. 
(Matthew 16:5 NIV)

 

    "Be careful," Jesus said to them. "Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." (Matthew 16:6 NIV), As Jesus watched the huge crowds waiting to hear him, he warned his disciples against hypocrisy—trying to appear holy when one’s heart is far from God. The Pharisees could not keep their attitudes hidden forever. Their selfishness would act like yeast, and soon they would expose themselves for what they really were—power-hungry impostors, not devoted religious leaders. It is easy to be angry at the blatant hypocrisy of the Pharisees, but each of us must resist the temptation to settle for the appearance of respectability when our hearts are far from God.
    7-They discussed this among themselves and said, "It is because we didn’t bring any bread." 8-Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, "You of little faith, why are you talking among yourselves about having no bread? 9-Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? 10-Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? 11-How is it you don’t understand that I was not talking to you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 12-Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. (Matthew 16:7-12 NIV), This crowd was as pitiful as a flock of sheep without a shepherd. Sheep are easily scattered; without a shepherd they are in grave danger. When sheep would stray from the flock they were easy targets for wolves (THE DEVIL), just as we are easy targets when we stray from the safety of our flock. Examine your life if you have strayed away from your church, you will probably find that things were better when you were in the flock. Jesus is the Shepherd who can teach us what we need to know and keep us from straying from God, The Good Shepherd. 
    A hired hand tends the sheep for money, while the shepherd does it out of love. The shepherd owns the sheep and is committed to them. Jesus is not merely doing a job; he is committed to love us and even lay down his life for us. False teachers and false prophets do not have this commitment. You can always tell who is a shepherd and who is not. A shepherd will sacrifice anything for one of his sheep. A good shepherd will give their sheep all of their time and if needed  their resources as well.  A shepherd will miss a day or a weekend of fun for their sheep. A shepherd will miss their vacation for the good of a lost sheep or one that is in trouble. A person who is not a shepherd will do only what satisfies themselves. What I am saying is that we are all called to be a shepherd to someone, no matter if it takes all we have to take care of our sheep, no matter if we are stressed at the required time, no matter if we are tired, no matter if we have to give our very life for our sheep.  If you are reading this message and you say you are a Christian then you are a shepherd, whether you want to be or not. Your sheep are watching you, I guarantee it.  Are you selfish and are you lazy when it comes to serving Jesus? He serves you every day. Or, are you one who will give it all up, and do this with no fear of how you will end up. 

    God is often pictured as a shepherd, gently caring for and guiding his flock. He is powerful, yet careful and gentle. He is called a shepherd; the good shepherd; the great Shepherd; and the head Shepherd. Note that the shepherd is caring for the most defenseless members of his society: children and those caring for them. This reinforces the prophetic theme that the truly powerful nation is not the one with a strong military, but rather the one that relies on God’s caring strength.

    The Kingdom of God was a focal point of Jesus’ teaching. He explained that it was not just a future Kingdom; it was among them, embodied in him, the Messiah. Even though the Kingdom will not be complete until Jesus comes again in glory, we do not have to wait to taste it. The Kingdom of God begins in the hearts of those who believe in Jesus. It is as present with us today as it was with the Judeans almost 2,000 years ago.

    Do you ever feel that God is so busy with important concerns that he can’t possibly be aware of your needs? Just as Jesus was concerned about these people’s need for food, he is concerned about our daily needs. At another time Jesus said, "31-So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32-For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them." (Matthew 6:31-32). Do you have concerns that you think would not interest God? There is nothing too large for him to handle and no need too small to escape his interest.

 
*************************************

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

Yeast is put into bread to make it rise, and it takes only a little to affect a whole batch of dough. Jesus used yeast as an example of how a small amount of evil can affect a large group of people. The wrong teachings of the Pharisees and Sadducees were leading many people astray. Beware of the tendency to say, "How can this little wrong possibly affect anyone?"
Are you good yeast or bad yeast? 
Do you spread good or evil?

  **************************************

 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
