“Do Ya Get it?”

 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. (2 Corinthians 4:2)
Preachers, teachers, and anyone else who talks about Jesus Christ must remember that they stand in God’s presence—he hears every word. When you tell people about Christ, be careful not to distort the message to please your audience. Proclaim the truth of God’s Word.
For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. (2 Corinthians 2:17)  Some preachers in Paul’s day were "hucksters," preaching without understanding God’s message or caring about what happened to their listeners. They weren’t concerned about furthering God’s Kingdom—they just wanted money. Today there are still preachers and teachers who care only about money and not about truth. Those who truly speak for God should teach God’s Word with sincerity and integrity and should never preach for selfish reasons.
  Despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary, most people still believe that money brings happiness. Rich people craving greater riches can be caught in an endless cycle that only ends in ruin and destruction. How can you keep away from the love of money? Paul gives us some guidelines: (1) Realize that one day riches will all be gone; (2) be content with what you have; (3) monitor what you are willing to do to get more money; (4) love people more than money; (5) love God’s work more than money; (6) freely share what you have with others. 
7Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I die: 8Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: 9Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain. ( Proverbs 30:7-9)  Having too much money can be dangerous, but so can having too little. Being poor can, in fact, be hazardous to spiritual as well as physical health. On the other hand, being rich is not the answer. As Jesus pointed out, rich people have trouble getting into God’s Kingdom. 
(Matthew 19:23-24) 23Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 
 Because it is impossible for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, it appears impossible for a rich person to get into the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus explained, however, that "with God everything is possible".   Even rich people can enter the Kingdom if God brings them in. Faith in Christ, not in self or riches, is what counts. On what are you counting for salvation?
Like Paul, we can learn how to live whether we have little or plenty, but our lives are more likely to be effective if we have "neither poverty nor riches." (Philippians 4:12-13) 12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  Paul could get along happily because he could see life from God’s point of view. He focused on what he was supposed to do, not what he felt he should have. Paul had his priorities straight, and he was grateful for everything God had given him. Paul had detached himself from the nonessentials so that he could concentrate on the eternal. Often the desire for more or better possessions is really a longing to fill an empty place in a person’s life. To what are you drawn when you feel empty inside? How can you find true contentment? The answer lies in your perspective, your priorities, and your source of power.
Thought For the Day...
Where are your priorities?
Does anyone remember a show that was on T.V. a long time ago called Green Acres?  It starred Eddy Albert and Eva Gabore.  They were living in New York in a fancy penthouse, until one day he decided he didn't want to live in the city anymore.  He had gotten fed up with all the people and all the riches he had, life had just gotten too stuffy for him.  Well on the other hand, his wife enjoyed all the finer things in life and she was well satisfied living in the big city.  She had to have all these material things to make her happy.  Finally he moved them to the country into a shack barely in good enough shape to live in.  Well she almost died you would have thought.  She had to have the finer things and she could not live without them.  You see, he finally decided that their lifestyle was too rich and spoiled and it need to be simplified.  Whenever they needed something they always had the money to fall back on.  In the country, the air was cleaner and it was just a more relaxed situation and they didn't have all the conveniences of the big city at their finger tips to readily depend on.
I think that most of us would just die if all of our money and things were all of a sudden gone.  If we have a lot of money, in a lot of cases, we tend to feel we are able to get ourselves out of trouble when it arises, you know, like when we get real sick.  We can just go to the doctor and get cured and pay for it.  There you go, we just pay and go on our way, most of the time there is no thought of God except a little thank you, maybe, if we remember.  But on the other hand, what if we don't have a lot of money and we get real sick?  We turn to God and ask Him to heal us.  Now money is not the cushion, God is, that's the way He wants it.  He wants us to depend on Him, not something we can fall back on like our material possessions. 
Statistics say that most of us don't even give God the full 10% of our income that we owe him from our paychecks. (Malachi 3:10) Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
Those that don't tithe will never experience the blessings God promises in (Malachi 3:10) because they just can't let go of that money, they are afraid they will just not make it.  God says we can even test Him in the same verse.  If we all gave like we should our churches could really get some God business done.  We just might find that if we didn't hold our money and possessions so dear that God would bless us with more than we could ever imagine...
Think About It...
Love, Your Friend, Roy...
