"Cowardly Or Courageous?"
Then the officers will also say, ‘Is anyone terrified? If you are, go home before you frighten anyone else.’ 

(Deuteronomy 20:8 NLT)
 

    A lot of us want to go out and speak to groups of people about Jesus Christ and that is good.  There is a problem though, some of us want to tell people about the love of Christ but we are unwilling to tell the entire truth as we are afraid of how Satan will attack us in our lives.  We are afraid that someone will sue us if we say the wrong thing or express ourselves in a way that may make them feel uncomfortable in their life.  

    Some of us are determined to make sure everyone knows that we are the person responsible for a good deed or the formation of an organization or how we sacrificed etc., but we are afraid to tell the whole truth about the way God wants us to live.  Listen very closely, God placed in the Bible all the things he wants us to teach to the lost as well as Christians.  He says that Satan is a deceiver, a liar, and that he represents everything that is evil like unfaithfulness, lust, drug and alcohol abuse, homosexuality, prostitution, cheating others, and a load of other things.  

    As well as telling about the love of Christ we are also to tell of the dangers that wait around the corner for the unsuspecting ones who don't know.  We as teachers need to put on the WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD and fight the battle like real men and women instead of like little scared cowards afraid of what Satan is going to do to us next.  If Satan attacks you it means you have drawn his attention and you have threatened him and his works.  If he does not attack you it means you are most likely not doing your job as a Christian teacher and servant.  Read these verses about the WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD.
    10A final word: Be strong with the Lord’s mighty power. 11Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies and tricks of the Devil. 12For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and blood, but against the evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against those mighty powers of darkness who rule this world, and against wicked spirits in the heavenly realms. 13Use every piece of God’s armor to resist the enemy in the time of evil, so that after the battle you will still be standing firm. 14Stand your ground, putting on the sturdy belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. 15For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News, so that you will be fully prepared. 16In every battle you will need faith as your shield to stop the fiery arrows aimed at you by Satan. 17Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere. 19And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words as I boldly explain God’s secret plan that the Good News is for the Gentiles, too. 20I am in chains now for preaching this message as God’s ambassador. But pray that I will keep on speaking boldly for him, as I should. (Ephesians 10:19-20 NLT).  As we read about God's armor I see no mention of any armor for our back sides.  Do you know why this is?  I'll tell you why, because God does not intend for us to turn and run like chickens, he wants us to realize that Satan can only kill our bodies, he cannot kill our souls.  We are to be willing to die for the good news if that is what is required of us as we belong totally to God when he accepts us into his family.  We are for God's use to do with us as he needs to.  If you do not feel this way, and you are frightened of what may happen to you, then you need to go home before you frighten anyone else like it says in the opening verse of this lesson.     
    When the officers have finished saying this to their troops, they will announce the names of the unit commanders. (Deuteronomy 20:9 NLT).  After the frightened ones have gone, then God will name the true teachers.

    1Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to cast out evil spirits and to heal every kind of disease and illness. 2Here are the names of the twelve apostles: first Simon (also called Peter), then Andrew (Peter’s brother), James (son of Zebedee), John (James’s brother), 3Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew (the tax collector), James (son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, 4Simon (the Zealot), Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him). 5Jesus sent the twelve disciples out with these instructions: "Don’t go to the Gentiles or the Samaritans, 6but only to the people of Israel—God’s lost sheep. 7Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is near. 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you have received!  Jesus called his 12 disciples. He didn’t draft them, force them, or ask them to volunteer; he chose them to serve him in a special way. Christ calls us today. He doesn’t twist our arms and make us do something we don’t want to do. We can choose to join him or remain behind. When Christ calls you to follow him, how do you respond?

    The list of Jesus’ 12 disciples doesn’t give us many details—probably because there weren’t many impressive details to tell. Jesus called people from all walks of life—fishermen, political activists, tax collectors. He called common people and uncommon leaders; rich and poor; educated and uneducated. Today, many people think only certain people are fit to follow Christ, but this was not the attitude of the Master himself. God can use anyone, no matter how insignificant he or she appears. When you feel small and useless, remember that God uses ordinary people to do his extraordinary work.  Remember it does not matter how you look on paper, it matters how courageously you serve the King Of The Universe, (Jesus Christ the Son of God).  Jesus probably looked as bad as the worst on paper (education) but he still healed the sick and preached the truth and he saved the world.  The next time you start to admire yourself as to how good you look on paper (education), also ask yourself; how do I look off paper? Am I real, only you and God know the answer to that question.

    Jesus gave the disciples a principle to guide their actions as they ministered to others: "Give as freely as you have received." Because God has showered us with his blessings, we should give generously to others of our time, love, and possessions.

    27But whatever happens to me, you must live in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ, as citizens of heaven. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing side by side, fighting together for the Good News. 28Don’t be intimidated by your enemies. This will be a sign to them that they are going to be destroyed, but that you are going to be saved, even by God himself. 29For you have been given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him. 30We are in this fight together. You have seen me suffer for him in the past, and you know that I am still in the midst of this great struggle. Paul encouraged the believers to be unified, as they stood "side by side, fighting together for the Good News." How sad that much time and effort are lost in some churches by fighting against one another instead of uniting against the real opposition! It takes a courageous church to resist infighting and to maintain the common purpose of serving Christ.

    Paul considered it a privilege to suffer for Christ. We do not by nature consider suffering a privilege. Yet when we suffer, if we faithfully represent Christ, our message and example affect us and others for good (see Acts 5:41). Suffering has these additional benefits: (1) It takes our eyes off of earthly comforts; (2) it weeds out superficial believers; (3) it strengthens the faith of those who endure; (4) it serves as an example to others who may follow us. When we suffer for our faith, it doesn’t mean that we have done something wrong. In fact, the opposite is often true—it verifies that we have been faithful. Use suffering to build your character. Don’t resent it or let it tear you down.

     **********************  Throughout his life Paul suffered for spreading the Good News. Like the Philippians, we are in conflict with anyone who would discredit the saving message of Christ. All true believers are in this fight together, uniting against the same enemy (Satan), for a common cause.  

   ********************** 
 

Think About It... 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
 

