Are You the Greatest?

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" (Matthew 18:1 NIV)

 

    From Mark’s Gospel we learn that Jesus precipitated this conversation by asking the disciples what they had been discussing among themselves earlier (Mark 9:33-34 NIV says), 33-They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" 34-But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. The disciples, caught up in their constant struggle for personal success, were embarrassed to answer Jesus’ question. It is always painful to compare our motives with Christ’s. It is not wrong for believers to be industrious or ambitious. But when ambition pushes obedience and service to one side, it becomes sin. Pride or insecurity can cause us to overvalue position and prestige. In God’s Kingdom, such motives are destructive. The only safe ambition is directed toward Christ’s Kingdom, not our own advancement.

2-He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3-And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4-Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 18:2-4 NIV), The disciples had become so preoccupied with the organization of Jesus’ earthly kingdom that they had lost sight of its divine purpose. Instead of seeking a place of service, they sought positions of advantage. It is easy to lose our eternal perspective and compete for promotions or status in the church. It is difficult to identify with "children"—weak and dependent people with no status or influence.
    Jesus used a child to help his self-centered disciples get the point. We are not to be childish (like the disciples, arguing over petty issues) but childlike, with humble and sincere hearts. Are you being childlike or childish?

    Jesus taught the disciples to welcome children. This was a new approach in a society where children were usually treated as second-class citizens. It is important not only to treat children well but also to teach them about Jesus. Children’s ministries should never be regarded as less important than those for adults.

    One characteristic all children share is that they want to grow up—to be like big brother or sister or like their parents. When we are born again, we become spiritual newborn babies. If we are healthy, we will yearn to grow. How sad it is that some people never grow up. The need for milk is a natural instinct for a baby, and it signals the desire for nourishment that will lead to growth. Once we see our need for God’s Word and begin to find nourishment in Christ, our spiritual appetite will increase, and we will start to mature. How strong is your desire for God’s Word?

    5-"And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 6-But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. (Matthew 18:5-6 NIV), Children are trusting by nature. Because they trust adults, they are easily led to faith in Christ. God holds parents and other adults accountable for how they influence these little ones. Jesus warned that anyone who turns little children away from faith in him will receive severe punishment.

    I have seen so many people led astray by false teachers. These false teachers can't just be alone in their beliefs or their spiritual laziness, they have to drag someone else down with them. It's lonely at the bottom of the bucket. So many of us find it too hard to live the way Jesus wants us to. They just cannot seem to get it. Christ wants our children taught right, and the folks that the children believe the most are their parents. I see parents drag their children down everyday because of their resentment for God's ways, or the jealousy they harbor inside themselves. They poison their kids minds with the wrong philosophies because they are not grown up enough to positively affect their children, just because it is too hard to do it right. Parents that have problems in this area all the time say "I'm going to change" or"I'm finally healed" and a week later they are back to their old ways. They go to Christ for comfort and not for healing. Then their kids suffer. They actually teach their kids to lie and the kids don't even realize they are lying because they trust and love their parents so very much and they believe what they are told. Let me tell you one thing you parents who are living this way; you need to start teaching your kids right and get your own life straight with the Lord, because if I interpret the verse above correctly; when you face Jesus he is not going to be a happy camper if you deceive your kids and teach them the wrong ways because you can't seem to get it right yourself. 
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

  
Our care for others is a measure of our greatness. How much concern do you show for others? This is a vital question that can accurately measure your greatness in God’s eyes. How have you expressed your care for others lately, especially the helpless, the needy, the poor—those who can’t return your love and concern? Your honest answer to that question will give you a good idea of who you really are.
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Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
