"Are You Now Going To Throw It All Away?"

 

Oh, foolish Galatians! What magician has cast an evil spell on you? For you used to see the meaning of Jesus Christ’s death as clearly as though I had shown you a signboard with a picture of Christ dying on the cross. 
(Galatians 3:1 NLT)

    The Galatian believers had become fascinated by the false teachers’ arguments, almost as though they had been bewitched. Magic was common in Paul’s day (Acts 8:9-11; 13:6-7). Magicians used both optical illusions and Satan’s power to perform miracles, and people were drawn into the magicians’ mysterious rites without recognizing their dangerous source.

    2Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by keeping the law? Of course not, for the Holy Spirit came upon you only after you believed the message you heard about Christ. 3Have you lost your senses? After starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by your own human effort? 4You have suffered so much for the Good News. Surely it was not in vain, was it? Are you now going to just throw it all away? (Galatians 3:2-4 NLT), Some of the believers in Galatia may have been in Jerusalem at Pentecost and received the Holy Spirit there. They knew that they hadn’t received God’s Spirit by obeying the Jewish laws. Paul stressed that just as they began their Christian lives in the power of the Spirit, so they should grow by the Spirit’s power. The Galatians had taken a step backward when they had decided to insist on keeping the Jewish laws. We must realize that we grow spiritually because of God’s work in us by his Spirit, not by following special rules.

     ************************************ 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...  

 

  

To "receive your full reward" refers not to salvation but to the rewards of loyal service. All who value the truth and persistently hold to it will win their full reward. Those who live for themselves and justify their self-centeredness by teaching false doctrines will lose that reward.
    ************************************
 

Think About It...
 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
