Are You Kosher?

1-Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2-"Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!" (Matthew 15:1-2 NIV)

 

    Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? (Matthew 15:3 NIV), The Pharisees and teachers of religious law came from Jerusalem, the center of Jewish authority, to scrutinize Jesus’ activities. Over the centuries since the Jews’ return from Babylonian captivity, hundreds of religious traditions had been added to God’s laws. The Pharisees and teachers of religious law considered them all equally important. Many traditions are not bad in themselves. Certain religious traditions can add richness and meaning to life. But we must not assume that because our traditions have been practiced for years, they should be elevated to a sacred standing. God’s principles never change, and his law doesn’t need additions. Traditions should help us understand God’s laws better, not become laws themselves.

    4-For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother and ‘Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death. 5-But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,’ 6-he is not to ‘honor his father with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 7-You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: (Matthew 15:4-7 NIV), This was the practice of Corban (literally, "offering"; see Mark 7:11). We should give money and time to God, but we must never use God as an excuse to neglect our responsibilities. Helping those in need is one of the most important ways to honor God. Anyone who made a Corban vow was required to dedicate money to God’s Temple that otherwise would have gone to support his parents. Corban had become a religiously acceptable way to neglect parents, circumventing the child’s responsibility to them. Although the action—giving money to God—seemed worthy and no doubt conferred prestige on the giver, many people who took the Corban vow were disregarding God’s command to care for needy parents. These religious leaders were ignoring God’s clear command to honor their parents.
    8-"‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9-They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men." (Matthew 15:8-9 NIV), The prophet Isaiah also criticized hypocrites (Isaiah 29:13), and Jesus applied Isaiah’s words to these religious leaders. When we claim to honor God while our heart is far from him, our worship means nothing. It is not enough to act religious. Our actions and our attitudes must be sincere. If they are not, Isaiah’s words also describe us.

    The Pharisees knew a lot about God, but they didn’t know God. It is not enough to study about religion or even to study the Bible. We must respond to God himself. (In other words; is the knowledge you have, head knowledge or heart knowledge?)
    10-Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen and understand. 11-What goes into a man’s mouth does not make him ‘unclean,’ but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him‘unclean.’" 12-Then the disciples came to him and asked, "Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?" (Matthew 15:10-12 NIV), Jesus was referring to the Jewish regulations concerning food and drink. This verse could be paraphrased: "You aren’t made unclean by eating nonkosher food! It is what you say and think that makes you unclean!" This statement offended the Pharisees, who were very concerned about what people ate and drank.

    13-He replied, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14-Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit." (Matthew 15:13-14 NIV), Jesus told his disciples to leave the Pharisees alone because the Pharisees were blind to God’s truth. Anyone who listened to their teaching would risk spiritual blindness as well. Not all religious leaders clearly see God’s truth. Make sure that those you listen to and learn from are those with good spiritual eyesight—they teach and follow the principles of Scripture.
15-Peter said, "Explain the parable to us." 16-"Are you still so dull?" Jesus asked them. 17-"Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18-But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man ‘unclean.’ 19-For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20-These are what make a man ‘unclean’; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him ‘unclean.’" (Matthew 15:15-20 NIV), Later Peter would be faced with the issue of clean and unclean food. Then he would learn that nothing should be a barrier to proclaiming the Good News to the Gentiles (non-Jews).
    We work hard to keep our outward appearance attractive, but what is deep down in our heart (where others can’t see) is more important to God. What are you like inside? When people become Christians, God makes them different on the inside. He will continue the process of change inside them if they only ask. God wants us to have healthy thoughts and motives, not just healthy bodies.

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

A healthy body without a healthy spirit is useless, it can still go to hell...R.R.
 

 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...

