Are You For Him or Against Him?

Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 

(Matthew 12:22 KJV)

     23-And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David? 24-But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.(Matthew 12:23-24 KJV), The Pharisees had already accused Jesus of being empowered by the prince of demons. They were trying to discredit him by using an emotional argument. Refusing to believe that Jesus came from God, they said he was in league with Satan. Jesus easily exposed the foolishness of their argument. How many of us are like the Pharisees? Finding ways to try to prove and say bad things about Jesus or his followers? The only reason these people do this is that they are too spiritually lazy to live their lives the way God wants us to. It is difficult to live a Godly life, it is easy to live a life of sin. What we need to realize is that this life only lasts a little while, then we will pay for our mistakes for eternity. Are you one of these people?
    25-And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 26-And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 27-And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 28-But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. (Matthew 12:25-28 KJV), In the Incarnation, Jesus gave up the complete and unlimited use of his supernatural abilities. But he still had profound insight into human nature. His discernment stopped the religious leaders’ attempts to trick him. The resurrected Christ knows all our thoughts. This can be comforting because he knows what we really mean when we speak to him. It can be threatening because we cannot hide from him, and he knows our selfish motives.
    Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. (Matthew 12:29 KJV),  At Jesus’ birth, Satan’s power and control were disrupted. In the wilderness Jesus overcame Satan’s temptations, and at the Resurrection he defeated Satan’s ultimate weapon—death. Eventually Satan will be constrained forever (see Revelation 20:10), (And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever), and evil will no longer pervade the earth. Jesus has complete power and authority over Satan and all his forces.

    Satan’s power is not eternal—he will meet his doom. He began his evil work in people at the beginning (Genesis 3:1-6) and continues it today, but he will be destroyed when he is thrown into the lake of fire. The Devil will be released from the bottomless pit ("his prison,"), but he will never be released from the lake of fire. He will never be a threat to anyone again.

    He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. (Matthew 12:30 KJV), Jesus was not saying that being indifferent or neutral toward him is as good as being committed. As he explains in this verse "Anyone who isn’t helping me opposes me, and anyone who isn’t working with me is actually working against me." In both cases, Jesus was pointing out that neutrality toward him is not possible. Nevertheless his followers will not all resemble each other or belong to the same groups. People who are on Jesus’ side have the same goal of building up the Kingdom of God, and they should not let their differences interfere with this goal. Those who share a common faith in Christ should cooperate. People don’t have to be just like us to be following Jesus with us. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY... 

It is impossible to be neutral about Christ. Anyone who is not actively following him has chosen to reject him. Any person who tries to remain neutral in the struggle of good against evil is choosing to be separated from God, who alone is good. To refuse to follow Christ is to choose to be on Satan’s team. 

Think About It...

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
