Are You a  Wheat or a Weed?

Jesus told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field.
 (Matthew 13:24 NIV)

 

    25-But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26-When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27-The owner’s servants came to him and said, Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from? 28-An enemy did this,’ he replied."The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up? 29-No, he answered, because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. (Matthew 13:25-29 NIV), Jesus gives the meaning of this parable in verses 36-43. All the parables in this chapter teach us about God and his Kingdom. They explain what the Kingdom is really like as opposed to our expectations of it. The Kingdom of Heaven is not a geographic location but a spiritual realm where God rules and where we share in his eternal life. We join that Kingdom when we trust in Christ as Savior.

    Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn. (Matthew 13:30 NIV), The young weeds and the young blades of wheat look the same and can’t be distinguished until they are grown and ready for harvest. Weeds (unbelievers) and wheat (believers) must live side by side in this world. God allows unbelievers to remain for a while, just as a farmer allows weeds to remain in his field so the surrounding wheat isn’t uprooted with them. At the harvest, however, the weeds will be uprooted and thrown away. God’s harvest (judgment) of all people is coming. We are to make ourselves ready by making sure that our faith is sincere.
    36-Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field." 37-He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38-The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39-and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40-As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41-The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42-They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43-Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. (Matthew 13:36-43 NIV), At the end of the world, angels will separate the evil from the good. There are true and false believers in churches today, but we should be cautious in our judgments because only Christ is qualified to make the final separation. If you start judging, you may damage some of the good "plants." It’s more important to judge our own response to God than to analyze others’ responses.

    Jesus often uses these terms to refer to the coming judgment. The weeping indicates sorrow or remorse, and gnashing of teeth shows extreme anxiety or pain. Those who say they don’t care what happens to them after they die don’t realize what they are saying. They will be punished for living in selfishness and indifference to God.

 

 

 

 

   THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

Those who will shine like the sun in God’s Kingdom stand in contrast to those who receive his judgment.

 
 

 

 

 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
