"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends". (John 15:13 kjv)
 

        We are to love each other as Jesus loved us, and he loved us enough to give his life for us. We may not have to die for someone, but there are other ways to practice sacrificial love: listening, helping, encouraging, giving. Think of someone in particular who needs this kind of love today. Give all the love you can, and then try to give a little more.
        To love others was not a new commandment, but to love others as much as Christ loved others was revolutionary. Now we are to love others based on Jesus’ sacrificial love for us. Such love will not only bring unbelievers to Christ; it will also keep believers strong and united in a world hostile to God. Jesus was a living example of God’s love, as we are to be living examples of Jesus’ love.

        To have a real friend is a gift from God.  There are not many people these days that can be a friend and do it for free, with no expectation of anything in return from you.  The world needs a lot more friends that give instead of take.  Are you one of those who gives as a friend?  

        The verse above is the absolute meaning of friendship, if you are really a friend, I mean a true friend, then you would be willing to do anything it takes to help your friends in their time of need.  Then there is the kind of friend that uses you, you know, that person who only calls you when they need you, or something you can do for them, and when they are finished with you they drop you.  Be careful how you choose your friends, if you have a friend who truly loves you then you are blessed. 

       This is how you can tell if you have a true friend in your life; They are the people who tell you the truth no matter how bad it hurts.  Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. (Proverbs 27:6 kjv) Who would prefer a friend’s wounds to an enemy’s kisses? A friend who has your best interests at heart may have to give you unpleasant advice at times, but you know it is for your own good. An enemy, by contrast, may whisper sweet words and happily send you on your way to ruin. We tend to hear what we want to hear, even if an enemy is the only one who will say it. A friend’s advice, no matter how painful, is much better.

        Being rebuked by a godly person is a kindness. Nobody really likes criticism, but everybody can benefit from it when it is given wisely and taken humbly. Here are suggestions on how to accept criticism: (1) Don’t refuse it, (2) consider it a kindness, and (3) keep quiet (don’t fight back). Putting these suggestions into practice will help you control how you react to criticism, making it productive rather than destructive, no matter how it was originally intended. 

        No Christian should ever think that he or she is totally independent and doesn’t need help from others, and no one should feel excused from the task of being a friend. The body of Christ—the church—functions only when the members as friends work together for the common good. Do you know someone who needs a friend?  Is there a Christian brother or sister who needs correction or encouragement? Humbly and gently reach out to that person and be a friend to them, you never know, you just may have found a best friend for life.  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. (Galatians 6:1 kjv)

Love is more than simply warm feelings; it is an attitude that reveals itself in action from a true friend. How can we love others as Jesus loves us? By helping when it’s not convenient, by giving when it hurts, by devoting energy to others’ welfare rather than our own, by absorbing hurts from others without complaining or fighting back. This kind of loving is hard to do. That is why people notice when you do it and know you are empowered by a supernatural source, and that you are a true friend.  (1 Corinthians 13 kjv) 1-Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2-And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3-And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 4-Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 5-Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 6-Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7-Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 8-Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9-For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10-But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 11-When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12-For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 13-And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. (Charity means love...)
 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...

 

 

WHERE THE JOY OF THE LORD IS NOT PRESENT, THE DEATH SENTENCE IS STILL IN EFFECT...

 

 

THINK ABOUT IT...

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...

 

E-mail me at:
roy@thejesuscompany.com
 

