Are You a Chicken or An Eagle?

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. (Matthew 10:16 KJV)

    The opposition of the Pharisees would be like ravaging wolves. The disciples’ only hope would be to look to their Shepherd for protection. We may face similar hostility. Like the disciples, we are not to be sheeplike in our attitude but sensible and prudent. We are not to be gullible pawns, but neither are we to be deceitful connivers. We must find a balance between wisdom and vulnerability to accomplish God’s work.

    Jesus said he was sending his disciples out "as lambs among wolves." They would have to be careful because they would surely meet with opposition. We, too, are sent into the world like lambs among wolves. Be alert, and remember to face your enemies, not with aggression but with love and gentleness. A dangerous mission requires sincere commitment.

    17-But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; 18-And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. (Matthew 10:17-18 KJV), Later the disciples experienced these hardships, not only from without (governments, courts), but also from within (friends, family). Living for God often brings on persecution, but with it comes the opportunity to tell the Good News of salvation. In times of persecution, we can be confident because Jesus has "overcome the world". And those who endure to the end will be saved.

    As the early church began to grow, most of the disciples experienced the kind of persecution Jesus was talking about. Since the time of Christ, Christians have been persecuted in their own lands and on foreign mission fields. Though you may be safe from persecution now, your vision of God’s Kingdom must not be limited by what happens only to you. A glance at a newspaper will reveal that many Christians in other parts of the world daily face hardships and persecution. Persecutions are an opportunity for Christians to witness for Christ to those opposed to him. God’s desire is that the Good News be proclaimed to everyone in spite of persecution.

    19-But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20-For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. (Matthew 10:19-20 KJV), Jesus told the disciples that when arrested for preaching the Good News, they should not worry about what to say in their defense—God’s Spirit would speak through them. Some mistakenly think this means we don’t have to prepare to present the Good News because God will take care of everything. Scripture teaches, however, that we are to make carefully prepared, thoughtful statements (Colossians 4:6). Jesus is telling us not to stop preparing but to stop worrying.

 

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

 

"How much do you have the backbone to endure"?

 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...

