Apply This

When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. (Matthew 17:22 NIV)

 

    They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life." And the disciples were filled with grief. (Matthew 17:23 NIV), Once again Jesus predicted his death (see also Matthew 16:21); but more important, he told of his resurrection. Unfortunately, the disciples heard only the first part of Jesus’ words and became discouraged. They couldn’t understand why Jesus wanted to go back to Jerusalem, where he would walk right into trouble.
    The disciples didn’t fully comprehend the purpose of Jesus’ death and resurrection until Pentecost (Acts 2). We shouldn’t get upset at ourselves for being unable to understand everything about Jesus. After all, the disciples spent three years with him, saw his miracles, heard his words, and still had difficulty understanding. Despite their questions and doubts, however, they believed. We should do no less.

    At times, Jesus limited his public ministry in order to train his disciples in depth. He knew the importance of equipping them to carry on when he returned to heaven. It takes time to learn. Spiritual growth isn’t instant, regardless of the quality of experience or teaching. If even the disciples needed to lay aside their work periodically in order to learn from the Master, how much more do we need to alternate working and learning.

    The disciples were afraid to ask Jesus about his prediction of his death? Perhaps, because the last time they reacted to Jesus’ sobering words they were scolded (Mark 8:32-33). In their minds, Jesus seemed morbidly preoccupied with death. Actually it was the disciples who were wrongly preoccupied—constantly thinking about the Kingdom they hoped Jesus would bring and their positions in it. If Jesus died, the Kingdom as they imagined it could not come. Consequently they preferred not to ask him about his predictions. I ask you; How can you apply this lesson to your life? It will take some studying, please do it and just watch what happens to your heart...

 

 

 

*************************************

 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

22-The evil deeds of a wicked man ensnare him; the cords of his sin hold him fast. 23-He will die for lack of discipline, led astray by his own great folly.  
(Proverbs 5:22-23 NIV)

  **************************************

 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
