A Man of Sorrows

Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them, (Matthew 20:17 NIV)

    18"We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!" (Matthew 20:18-19 NIV), Jesus predicted his death and resurrection for the third time (see Matthew 16:21 and 17:22, 23 for the first two times). But the disciples still didn’t understand what he meant. They continued to argue greedily over their positions in Christ’s Kingdom.
    Because Jesus had just spoken to them about facing persecution, the disciples were filled with dread as they thought about what awaited them in Jerusalem.

    Jesus’ death and resurrection should have come as no surprise to the disciples. Here he clearly explained to them what would happen to him. Unfortunately, they didn’t really hear what he was saying. Jesus said he was the Messiah, but they thought the Messiah would be a conquering king. He spoke to them of resurrection, but they heard only his words about death. Because Jesus often spoke in parables, the disciples may have thought that his words on death and resurrection were another parable, they weren’t astute enough to understand. Jesus’ predictions of his death and resurrection show that these events were God’s plan from the beginning and not accidents.

    Some predictions about what would happen to Jesus are found in (Psalm 41:9), (betrayal); (Psalm 22:16-18 and Isaiah 53:4-7), (crucifixion); (Psalm 16:10), (resurrection). The disciples didn’t understand Jesus. Even though Jesus spoke plainly, they would not grasp the significance of his words until they saw the risen Christ face to face.

    This was the turning point in Jesus’ instruction to his disciples. From then on he began teaching clearly and specifically what they could expect, so that they would not be surprised when it happened. He explained that he would not now be the conquering Messiah because he first had to suffer, die, and rise again. But one day he would return in great glory to set up his eternal Kingdom.

*************************************

 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY...
 

This man of sorrows was despised and rejected by those around him, and he is still despised and rejected by many today. Some reject Christ by standing against him. Others despise Christ and his great gift of forgiveness. Do you despise him, reject him, or accept him?
************************************
 

Think About It...
 

 

 

Love, Your Friend, Roy...
