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A HILLBILLY CHRISTMAS                              By Roy L. Romine
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Opening Comments:

PEARL:    HOWDY Y’ALL,  MY NAME IS PEARL AND I OWN THIS HERE FINE ESTABLISHMENT.  I’D LIKE TO WELCOME ALL YOU FOLKS TO OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PLAY.  IT’S A TRADITION  THAT “THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS” BE READ AT THIS TIME SO LET’S ALL WELCOME UNCLE BUBBA WITH HIS RENDITION OF “THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS”                                                            

UNCLE BUBBA:    THANK YA’LL VERY MUCH FOR HAVIN’ ME HERE TONITE, I JUST LOVE TO TAKE PART IN THIS CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION EACH YEAR, WELL LET’S GET STARTED (UNCLE BUBBA READS “THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS).  THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR HAVIN’ ME HERE TONITE…

PEARL:    THANK YOU UNCLE BUBBA FOR THAT WONDERFUL STORY.  AND WITHOUT FURTHUR ADUE LET’S MEET THE BAND…

SABLE:    I’M SO GLAD IT’S CHRISTMAS TIME AGAIN, AINT’ Y’ALL.  ANYWAY, MY NAME IS SABLE, AND THAT BOY ON THE DRUMS IS MY FRIEND GABLE, AND MY BROTHER HERE ON THE BASS WELL, HIS NAME IS ABLE AND WE’RE ALL HERE TO TELL YOU ALL ABOUT A LITTLE FELLER THAT WAS BORN A STABLE.  AND THAT AINT’ NO FABLE.  HIS NAME IS JESUS AND HE’S MY SAVIOR AND I HOPE HE’S YOURS TOO.  THE FIRST SONG WE’D LIKE TO PLAY FOR YOU TONITE IS CALLED “THIS LITTLE BABY” I HOPE YOU LIKE IT…

This Little Baby

1.) He was born in a stable to his mama and his paw

From miles over yonder that big ole’ star they saw

They came berin’ gifts from all the places they had been

When they reached the manger, they came right on in

CHORUS

This little baby was born for you and me

This little baby came to help us see

This little baby was sent to be our king

Jesus my Jesus you’re the reason why I sing

2.) So these three wise men they fell down on their knees

Here was the king that would silence all their pleas

He was so tiny he was just a baby boy

Sent by the father to bring the whole world joy

CHORUS

This little baby was born for you and me

This little baby came to help us see

This little baby was sent to be our king

Jesus my Jesus you’re the reason why I sing

3.) Let’s all hoot-n-hollar for He’s our precious jem

Born to all creation in the town of Bethlehem

Thanks to all the people that were listenin’ to God

Now we can go to heaven, the place where angels trod

CHORUS

This little baby was born for you and me

This little baby came to help us see

This little baby was sent to be our king

Jesus my Jesus you’re the reason why I sing

This little baby was sent to be our king

Jesus my Jesus you’re the reason why I sing

Jesus my Jesus You’re the reason why I sing 

SABLE:    THANK YOU SO MUCH, AND SINGIN’ OUR NEXT SONG, WOULD YOU PLEASE GIVE A WARM  CROWSBEAK TENNESEE WELCOME TO OUR VERY OWN: LILLIE MAY COONBECK SINGIN’ “CARRY ME AS I GO”

CARRY ME AS I GO

                           1. I went to the garden to pray to my King

And there I fell to my knees

I looked up to Heaven and lifted my hands

I said Father won’t You hear my pleas

Chorus

Jesus oh Jesus to You I pray

My heart is broken in two

Come touch my heart in the usual way

You know I depend on you

Jesus oh Jesus to You I pray

I’m hurting and I need you so

Wrap me up in your loving arms

Carry me as I go

2.) As I look to the skies and see Your stars

And when I gaze into the ocean so blue

It’s hard to understand that You could love me  

And let me cast my worries on you

CHORUS

SABLE:    WAS’NT SHE JUST WONDERFUL?  LET’S HEAR IT AGAIN, MISS LILLIE MAY COON BECK EVERYBODY.  YEP THAT’S RIGHT I SAID MISS LILLIE MAY, NOT MRS. SHE’S STILL SINGLE.  IT’S GOIN ON FOUR YEARS NOW AND WE STILL AINT’ GOT ‘ER HITCHED YET.  COME ON YOU SINGLE BOYS SHE’S AS PURDY AS CAN BE.  (SABLE SAYS TO LILLIE MAY) “I GUESS THEY’RE JUST SKEERT, YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY, DYNAMITE COMES IN SMALL PACKAGES”

PEARL:    NOW SABLE YOU KNOW THAT CLEM PURVIS HAS BEEN ACOURTIN’ LILLIE MAY FOR PERT NEAR TO TWO YEARS NOW.

SABLE:    I KNOW BUT HE NEVER TAKES HER OUT ON A DATE OR NUTHIN’, HE JUST HANGS OUT WITH ALL HIS SO CALLED FRIENDS ASTEALIN’ FOLKS PIGS AND TURNIN’ OVER OUTHOUSES, HE’S JUST TOO BUSY RUNIN’ ‘ROUND AFTER DARK LIKE A CHICKEN WITH HIS HEAD CUT OFF.

PEARL:    SABLE HONEY, CAN WE TALK ABOUT THIS LATER THERE’S FOLKS LISTENIN’ RIGHT NOW.

CHIFFON:    MAW!  MAW!    LITTLE JEB WON’T LEAVE ME ALONE.  HE KEEPS APUTTIN’ THAT OLD FROG ON ME.

LITTLE JEB:    LAR!  I DID’NT PUT NO FROG ON YOU!!!

CHIFFON:    YOU BEST QUIT LYIN’ YOU MEMBER PAPPY SAID IF YOU LIE YUR AGONNA GO TO HELL!!!

PEARL:      CHIFFON GURTRUDE, IF YOU TALK LIKE THAT AGAIN I’LL WARSH  YUR MOUTH OUT WITH LYE SOAP.

CHIFFON:    BUT MAW, THAT’S WHAT PAPPY SAID HAPPENS TA LARS.

PEARL:  WELL, WE’LL SEE  ‘BOUT THAT LATER.

(JEB COMES IN WITH A BAG LOAD OF OPOSSUMS AND CALLS FOR PEARL)

JEB:    PEARL ARE YA HERE?  

PEARL:    YES I AM JEB HONEY.

JEB:    HURRY UP WOMAN HAVE I GOT SUMTHIN’ TO SHOW YOU.

PEARL:    WHATCHA GOT, LEMME SEE.

JEB:    LOOK AT WHUT I GOTCHA MY LITTLE PIGS BREATH.

PEARL:  JEB! THERE MUST BE 15 OPOSSUMS IN THIS BAG.  YUR TH BEST.

JEB: YOU KNOW WHUT THEY SAY, WITH EVER GOOD MAN THERE’S A 12 GUAGE SUMWHAR.

PEARL:    THAT’S WHY I HITCHED UP WITH YOU CUZ YUR SA WITTY

JEB:    I LUV YOU TOO HONEY.

PAPPY COMES INTO THE ROOM

PAPPY:    YA KNOW: I’M NEAR 77 YEARS OLD AND MY HEARIN’ IS JUST AS GOOD AS TH DAY I WUZ BORN.  WHUT I’M AGETTIN’AT IS I WUZ ASLEEPIN’ LIKE A COON ALL HUNKERED DOWN IN A ARMIDILLER HOLE AND ALL OF A SUDDEN I GET WOKE UP BY A COMOTION, SUMBODY WITH A GABBER THAT MUST BE PART HOUND DAWG.  THEN I COME OUT HERE AND FIND TWO YOUNGUNS ADANCIN’ A JIG OVER A TATER SACK FULL OF DEAD CRITTERS.  JESUS PLEASE TAKE ME HOME, MY TIME MUSTA COME TO THE END BY NOW.

PEARL:    NOW PAPPY, YOU STOP TALKIN’ LIKE THAT.  YOU KNOW WE WUZ JUST A FUNNIN’.  WE’RE STILL YOUNG AND BEHOLDIN’ TO EACH OTHER IN TH ROMANCE STUFF.

PAPPY:    WHEN GRANNY WAS HERE, (UNTIL SHE WENT TO BE WITH TH LORD) WE NEVER CARRIED ON LIKE A COUPLE OF WILD SQUIRRELS ARUNNIN’ UP AND DOWN A TREE.  WE ALWAYS SET AROUND AND PRAISED JESUS AND READ TH GUD BOOK.  THAT’S MOSTLY ALL WE DID EXCEPT A BUGGY RIDE ONCE IN A WHILE.  I SURE MISS GRANNY.  SHE’S BEEN GONE PURT NEAR 10 YEARS NOW.

PEARL:    NOW PAPPY WE WUZ HAVIN’ A PERFEK CONVERSATION AND YOU JUST GOTTA START WITH THAT JESUS STUFF.  YOU KNOW HOW I FEEL ‘BOUT ALL THAT.  GO TALK ‘BOUT JESUS TO SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO HEAR IT.

PAPPY:    SPEAKIN’ OF SQUIRRELS, MEMBER WHEN YOU WUZ 10.  IT WAS A COLD DAY THAT DECEMBER AN I WUZ ACOMIN’ INTA TH BACKDOOR WIT’ A ARMLOAD OF WOOD AND THAT LIT’L SQUIRREL RUN TWINX’T MY FEET AND INTA TH BEDROOM SMACK INTA ONE OF THE LEGS OF GRANNY’S STOCKINS’ AND STARTED A JUMPIN’ ROUN’ LIKE A WOLF CAUGHT UP INA  BEAR TRAP.

PEARL:    YEA I MEMBER PAPPY, TH CAT COME ‘ROUND TH CORNER AND SAW THEM STOCKINS AJUMPIN’ AND HE TOOK OFF AFTER THAT SQUIRREL LIKE JEB DID WHEN YOU GOT TH SHOTGUN AFTER HIM FUR ASKIN’ FUR MY HAND.

JEB:    I SURE MEMBER THAT DAY.

PEARL:    ANYWAY THAT SQUIRREL SOMEWAYS RAN INTA TH KITCHEN AND JUMPED UP ON TH STOVE.  THAT FOOL CAT WAS ARUNNIN’ SO FAST THAT WHEN HE ROUNDED TH CORNER IT WAS TOO LATE TO STOP AND KEEP FROM AHITTIN’ TH STOVE

SO HE JUST SET DOWN AND SLID PLUM CROSS THE KITCHEN SMACK INTO TH STOVE.  THE FUNNY THIN WUZ YOU HAD JUST PUT DOWN THAT ROUGH CEDAR FLOOR IN THERE.  WE PICKED SPLINTERS OUTA THA CAT’S BACK SIDE NEAR THREE WEEKS.

PAPPY:    I TELL YA THEM WUZ TH DAYS.  TH REASON WHY I BROUGHT IT UP WAS THAT VERY SAME DAY IN DECEMBER, TWENTY YEARS AGO, I GIVE MY HEART TO JESUS AND HE SAVED MY SOUL FROM THE FIERY PITS OF HELL. THAT’S HOW I MEMBER THE DAY I GOT SAVED

PEARL:    HERE WE GO WITH TH JESUS STUFF AGAIN, I GOTTA GO TO TH KITCHEN.

PAPPY:    LEMME TELL YA ‘BOUT THAT DAY.

I GOT SAVED

1.) It was a cold day in December a long long time ago

Early in the mornin’ the sun began to glow

I was sittin’ on the front porch, my feet up on the rail

Jesus whispered to me I can save your soul from hell

CHORUS

I got saved Jesus I got saved

On that very day it was my soul I gave

I got down on my knees and He touched my very soul

Now tellin’ you about him is my one and only goal

2.) When I heard these words from Him I jumped up from my chair

It sounded just as plain as if a man was standin’ there

Well I looked around and whispered who just told me that?

And I said my Lord My Father please show me where you’re at

CHORUS

I got saved Jesus I got saved

On that very day it was my soul I gave

I got down on my knees and He touched my very soul

Now tellin’ you about Him is my one and only goal 

ENDING

I got saved Jesus I got saved

I got saved Jesus I got saved

I got saved Jesus I got saved

On that wonderous day it was my soul to Him I gave

I got down on my knees and He touched my very soul

Now tellin’ you about him is my one and only goal

PAPPY:    I JUST LOVE JESUS SO MUCH, DON’T YOU?  I’M JUST SO THANKFUL HE LOVE ME BACK

PEARL:    OH PAPPY, I LUV YA SO MUCH AND THAT WUZ A PURDY SONG.  

JEB ENTERS STAGE AND CALLS+ OUT TO PEARL

JEB:    WHERE’S THAT BOY AND GIRL OF OURS I NEED HELP CLEANIN’ THESE OPOSSUMS, WE GOT A LOT OF HUNGRY FOLKS TO FEED HERE TONITE+

CHIFFON:    HERE WE ARE PAW, YA GOT MA SKINNIN’ KNIFE SHARP AND READY.

LITTLE JEB:    OH PAW, YOU KNOW CLEANIN’ THEM CRITTERS MAKE ME SICK.  CAN’T I JUST GO FEED TH CHICKENS.

JEB:    YEA I GUESSO BOY GO HEAD AND FEED ‘EM

CHIFFON:  THAT’S OK PAW, WE CAN DO IT JUST YOU-N-ME.  YOU MEMBER LAST YEAR AT TH FAIR I CLEANED SEVEN COONS INJUST SHORT OF 31 MINUTES.  DON’T WORRY PAW WE’LL HAVE THIS DONE QUICKERN A CHICKEN IN THE DAWG PEN.

PEARL:    LADIES AND GENTS, HAVE WE GOT A SPECIAL TREAT FUR YA TONITE.  ALL TH WAY FROM BOOGER HOLLAR ARKANSAS, POPULATION 21 COUNTIN’ ONE COON DAWG.  MAY I PLEASE ASK YOU TO GIVE A WARM WELCOME AND AN OVATION OF APPRECIATION FOR TH ONE-N-ONLY JEDADIAH STRAIT SINGIN’ “JESUS WOULD SING COUNTRY”

JESUS WOULD SING COUNTRY

1.) He would ride a white horse when He came into town

Folks would come from miles away just to gather ‘round

He would play His guitar and sing a country song

en everyone would clap and yell and start to sing along

CHORUS

Jesus would sing country if he was here today

The songs that say “I love you” in a very special way

There would be no cheatin’ and drinkin’ on the town

He could come back any day so let’s all settle down

2.) Then He’d tell the sinners to change their evil ways

For there is too much darkness in the world these days

Let’s give our hearts to God above and start our lives brand new

Then the world would be a better place for me and you

CHORUS

3.) He’d be a million sel ler a top ten on the charts

With songs of love and family and the love that’s in our hearts

He would go on tour so all the world could come to hear him play

And as He sang His songs of hope we could bow our heads and pray

CHORUS

Jesus would sing country if He was here today

The songs that say “I love you” in a very special way

There would be no cheatin’ and drinkin’ on the town

He could come back any day so let’s all settle down

There would be no cheatin’ and drinkin’ on the town

He could come back any day so let’s all settle down

He could come back any day so let’s all settle down

CHIFFON:    WASN’T HE GREAT?  I JUST LOVE TOHEAR MR. JEDADIAH SING.  HE JUST MAKES MY HART FEEL BETTER.  LET’S HEAR IT AGAIN FUR MR. STRAIT.

LITTLE JEB:    THANK YOU CHIFFON, AND NOW WHUT I’D LIKE TO DO IS INTRODUCE THE NEXT PART OF OUR PRESENTATION THIS EVENING.  YOU WILL BE SEEING THE VERY FIRST CHRISTMAS.

CHIFFON:    YOU WILL SEE WHUT IT WAS LIKE WHEN BABY JESUS WUZ BORNED, AND YOU WILL SEE HOW ALL KINDS OF FOLKS BROUGHT HIM PRESENTS FROM FAR AWAY LANDS.  THEY BRUNG HIM MYRRH AND GOLD AND FRANKENSTEIN.

LITTLE JEB:    NOT FRANKENSTEIN, IT’S FRANKINCENSE YU  DUMMY.

CHIFFON:    DON’T YU CAWL ME A DUMMY YU SISSY, YU CAINT EVEN SKIN A COON WITHOUT UPCHUCKIN’.

LILLIE MAY:    YOU YUNGUNS QUIT YUR BICKERN’ THIS PLACE IS FULLA PEOPLE.  AND NOW LADIES AN’ GENTLEMEN TH FURST CHRISTMAS.

(THE PLAY NOW GOES TO THE INN AND THE MANGER SCENE)

JOSEPH:  IT’S GONNA BE OK MARY HONEY.  WE’LL FIND A PLACE SOON, LOOK! HERE’S A INN WHERE WE CAN STAY.

MARY:    THANK TH LORD I JUST DON’T THANK I CUD WAWK NO MORE JOE.  (JOSEPH BEATS ON THE COUNTER AND THE ATTENDANT POPS UP FROM BEHIND THE COUNTER VERY QUICKLY AND FRIGHTENS MARY THEN SHE HAS HER FIRST LABOR PAIN)  JOE MY BELLY JUST STARTED AHURTIN’ REAL BAD.  I THANK I’M AHAVIN’ A BABY.  JOE I’M BAD SKEERT IT HURTS REAL BAD

JOSEPH:    SIT HERE MARY HONEY, I’LL TAWK TO THE LITTLE GAL BEHIND TH DESK.  MAM WE’D BE MIGHTY BEHOLDIN’ TO YA IF YA COULD FIX US UP WITH A ROOM TONITE.  YA SEE MY WIFE HERE IS IN A FAMILY WAY AND SHE’S AFEELIN’ LIKE THIS BABY AINT’ AWAITIN’ NO MORE.

INN KEEPER:   I’M SORRY SIR THEY AINT NO MORE ROOMS HERE OR ANY PLACE IN TOWN CAUSE OF THIS CENSUS THING AGOIN’ ON 

JOSEPH:    MAM! MY WIFE’S AHAVIN A BABY, WHUTA I DO.

MARY:    IT’S OKAY JOE HONEY, WE’LL FIND SOMEWHAR ELSE.

JOSEPH:    SHE SED THARS NO PLACE ELSE TO GO IN THIS HERE TOWN.

MARY:    WE HAVE TO AT LEAST TRY.

INN KEEPER:    FOLKS! I KNOW THAR AINT’ NO MORE ROOMS IN THIS HERE TOWN.  I GOT ONE MORE PLACE YA MIGHT STAY.

JOSEPH:    WE’LL TAKE IT.

INNKEEPER:    BUT I AINT’ TOL YA’LL WHUT IT IS.

MARY:    WELL WHUT IS IT?

INNKEEPER:    WELL,----- IT’S IN THE BARN OUT BACK.  IT AINT’ BIG ATALL BUT WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO FIX IT UP FOR THE NEW MAMA TA BE.

JOSEPH:    MY WIFE CAN’T HAVE A BABY IN A BARN!!!

MARY:    JOE HONEY, IT’S ALL WE GOT WE GOTTA TAKE IT.

JOSEPH:    I’M SORRY MARY, ME BEIN’ A MAN IN ALL, I JUST CAINT’ HAVE YOU A GIVIN’ BIRTH TO OUR SON IN A BARN, BUT IF I’TS ALL WE GOT , IT’S ALL WE GOT.

(THEY ALL GO TO THE BARN AND THE BARN SMELLED OF ANIMALS BUT THEY GOT TO WORK FIXING IT UP)

INNKEEPER:    I FEEL REAL BAD ABOUT THIS HERE PREDICAMENT YOU NICE FOLKS ARE IN.  WELL, I’M NOT EVEN AGONNA’ CHARGE YA’LL, JUST LET ME KNOW IF I CAN HELP IN ANY WAY.

(AFTER THE INNKEEPER LEFT JOSEPH AND MARY BEGAN TO TALK TO EACH OTHER)

JOSEPH:  MARY, I’M SO SORRY, I JUST CAINT’ BLEVE I GOT US INTA THIS MESS.  I’M JUST NOT A GOOD HUSBAND ATALL, TA LET TH SON OF GOD BE BORN IN A STABLE, I JUST CAINT’ BLEVE IT.

MARY:    IT’S OKAY JOE I HAVE A GREAT PEACE BOUT’ HAVIN’ THIS BABY RIGHT HERE.  DID YOU SEE THAT STAR RIGHT ABOVE THIS BARN?  IT’S TH BRIGHTEST ONE I’VE EVER SEEN IN ALL MY DAYS.

JOSEPH:    YEA I SAW IT, IT IS BEAUTIFUL.

MARY:    JOE, I THANK IT’S ACOMIN’ MY BELLY’S A HURTIN’ REAL BAD AGIN.

JOSEPH:    JUST HOLD MY HAND MARY AND WE’LL DO THIS TOGETHER.

MARY:    I LOVE YOU SO MUCH JOE.

(THE CURTAINS ARE BROUGHT OUT ON THE STAGE TO BLOCK MARY AND JOSEPH FROM THE REST OF THE ROOM)

NARRATOR:    SOON AFTER THAT MOMENT THE BABY JESUS WAS BORN…

(A BABY CRIES AND THE CURTAINS ARE REMOVED)

MARY:    JOE, AINT HE BEAUTIFUL?  I CAINT BLEVE GOD CHOSE ME TO HAVE HIS SON.

JOSEPH:    HE IS BEAUTIFUL, I JUST THANK GOD FOR HIM.

(INNKEEPER ENTERS THRU THE SIDE DOOR)

INNKEEPER:    HEY, YOU FOLKS OKAY?  I HEARED TH BABY CRY.  IS TH LITTLE FELLER OKAY?

MARY:    YESSUM HE’S JUST FINE AND DANDY AND WE THANK YOU SO MUCH FUR NOT APUTTIN’ US OUT ON THE STREETS TONITE.

INNKEEPER:    IT’S NO BOTHER LITTLE LADY, OH! I ALMOST FORGOT.  THERE’S THREE FELLERS OUTSIDE THAT COME A LONG WAYS AFOLLERN THAT STAR WAY UP THAR IN THE SKY.  THEY SAY THEY BEEN ACOMIN’ FUR AWHILE.  HOW DID THEY KNOW YOU WAS GONNA BE HERE?  WHO ARE YOU FOLKS?    

JOSEPH:    WE’RE TH PROUD NEW MAW-N-PAW OF A PERFEK BABY BOY, NOW SEND THEM FELLERS ON IN.

MARY:    JOE, DO I LOOK PRESENTABLE?  I MEAN DO I LOOK GUD FUR CUMPNEY.

JOSEPH:    YOU LUK JUST WUNDERFUL, HERE THEY COME.  SHHHH.  (JOSEPH STANDS UP TO GREET THE VISITORS)  HOWDY, CAN WE HEP YU FELLERS?

(THE THREE WISE MEN COME IN AND BRING THEIR GIFTS.  THE FIRST WISE MAN BRINGS IN THE MYRRH AND PLACES IT ON THE GROUND IN FRONT OF THE BABY JESUS.  THEN THE SECOND BRINGS IN THE GOLD AND PLACES IT ON THE GROUND IN FRONT OF JESUS AND THE THIRD WISE MAN GIVES HIS GIFT OF FRANKINCENSE AND THEY KNEEL BEFORE JESUS WITH HEADS BOWED FOR 45 SECONDS)

CHIFFON:    LOOK MAW THERE’S THE ONE WITH FRANKENSTEIN.

PEARL:    SHHH! QUITE HONEY, THEY AINT’ THROUGH YET.

(THE THREE WISE MEN EXIT THE BARN AND JOSEPH TAKES MARY’S HAND)

JOSEPH:    MARY, I’M SO THANKFUL THAT GOD TRUSTED US WITH THIS BABY. 

.

(LILLIE MAY SINGS “OH LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”)

(PRESCILLA SINGS “ SILENT NIGHT”)

(MANGER SCENE ENDS AND WE CLEAN UP STAGE)
IMAJEAN:    I BEEN ACOOKIN’ FOR NIGH ONTA 30 YEARS AN I AINT’ KILT NOBODY YET.  AN YA KNOW ANUTHER THANG I AINT ASTARTIN’ NOW, SO THE NEXT TIME YU WONT TO COMPLAIN YU BEST PLAN ON GETTING’ SOME ROCK SALT IN YER KEISTER.

HENRIETTA:    I WUZ JUST AKIDDIN’ YA CANTANKEROUS OLD SOW, AN BFORE YOU PLAN ON FILLIN’ MY KEISTER WIT ROCK SALT YOU BEST MEMBER THAT I AM TH MANAGER IN THIS PLACE.

IMAJEAN:    WHOP DE DOO WHUT’S THAT MAKE YU, GEORGE WASHINTON.

PEARL:    NOW YOU GALS STOP YUR FUSSIN, WE GOT ALL THESE FOLKS THAT’S AWAITIN’ FUR SUM FIXINS AND BOY DA WE HAVE A MEAL FOR YOU.  TELL ‘EM WHAT’S FUR SUPPER PAPPY.

PAPPY:    WE GOT JOWLS FROM A BIG OLE’ SOW

COOKED LIKE IMAJEAN ONLY KNOWS HOW

WIT SWEET MASHED TATERS PULLED FROM TH DIRT

I CAN PROVE IT CUZ IT’S STILL ON MA SHIRT

FRESH GREEN BEANS PICKED FROM TH YARD

AND CORN BREAD SO TASTY IT WAS BLESSED BY TH LORD

WE GOT OPOSSUM SHOT BY MA OWN SON-IN-LAW

SKINT BY CHIFFON JUST HER AND HER PAW

COON BURGERS COOKED ON A BIG OAK FAR

AND PRESSED TO PERFECTION WIT MY OWN TRUCK TAR

LOTS’ AND LOTS’ OF SWEET DESERTS

COME ON FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

STUFF THEM BELLIES TILL IT HURTS

(NOW ALL THE STAGE PEOPLE SAY “YUM YUM”)

NOW YU FOLKS GO ON AND EAT UR VITTLES AND WE’LL FINISH THIS PRESENTATION IN A LITTLE WHILE…

(JEB COMES OUT ONTO THE STAGE AND PROCEEDS TO TALK AND TO THANK EVERYONE FOR THEIR PARTS IN THE MANGER SCENE)

JEB:    HOWDY YA’LL, BEFORE WE GO ANY FUTHER WIT’ THIS BINESS’ I’D JUST LIKE TO RECONIZE’ ALL TH’ FOLKS THAT HEPPED’ US OUT HERE T’DAY.  FURST’ I’D LIKE TA’ RECOGNIZE TALTON NELSON FUR ALETTIN’ US USE HIS WILLBARREL’. HE HAD TA’ BRING IT CLEAR FROM BUGTUSSLE CUZ’ IT WUZ’ TH’ MOST PRESENTABLE ONE ‘ROUND.  SEEIN’ AS WE DIDN’T WONT’ TA’ PUT TH’ BABY JESUS INTA’ SUMPM’ THAT WUZ’ UNCOMELY LOOKIN’.  THEN I’D LIKE TA THANK TH’ STAFF FOLK HERE AT TH’ CAFÉ FUR THEIR HEP’.  AND YA’LL DON’T PAY NO TENSION’ TA IMAJEAN McCOY AND HENRIETTA HATFIELD CUZ THEIR FAMLIES HAS BEEN AFEUDIN’ FUR’ GOIN’ ON 90 YEARS AN’ IT DON’T MAKE SENCE FUR’EM TA QUIT NOW.

(HENRIETTA ENTERS THE STAGE)

HENRIETTA:    THANK YOU JEB.  I’D JUS’ LUV TA KNOW HOW YA’LL LIKED IMAJEAN’S COOKIN’?  WELL I’M REAL GLAD CUZ’ WE’RE RIGHT PROUD A HER AS WELL.  YA’ KNOW HER SMOKED ‘POSSUM AND HER HAWG JOWLS HAS WON FIRST PLACE AT TH’ COUNTY FAIR NOW THREE YEARS IN A ROW.

(IMAJEAN ENTERS)

IMAJEAN:    DID I HEAR YU TALKIN ‘BOUT ME AND MY COOKIN’ AGIN?  WELL, I BEEN COOKIN FOR NIGH ONTO 30 YEARS AN I AIN’T KILL’T NOBODY YET.  AN I’LL TELL YA ANOTHER THANG..(HENRIETTA INTERRUPTS)
HENRIETTA:    WELL YES YU’ DID IMAJEAN!  I WUZ’ JUST ‘ACOMPLIMENTIN YUS VITTLES AND ‘ATELLIN ALL THESE FOLKS HOW YU’ BEEN AWINNIN’ PRIZES AT TH’ FAIR WIT YUR’ ‘POSSUM AND JOWLS.

IMAJEAN:    (STUNNED)  OH!  

HENRIETTA:    PEARL, MAY I DO THE HONORS?  (PEARL NODS YES)  NOW LADIES AND CHAMPEEN HUNTERS I’D LIKE YU’ TA’ PUT YUR’ HANDS TAGETHER FUR’ LIL’ PRISCILLA CHICKPEN ASINGIN’ “I’VE GOT A FRIEND IN JESUS SWEET JESUS”.  AN I’M AGONE SANG IT WIT’ HER.

PRISCILLA:    THANK YA’LL SO MUCH!  WELL, ME AN HENRIETTA HERE GO WAY BACK AN I JUS WONTED TA COME HERE THIS YEAR AN SING A SONG WIT’ HER THAT WE USED TA SING AT ALL THE CHURCH SANGINGS.  THIS HERE SONG IS NEAR AND DEAR TO OUR HEARTS CUZ IT TALKS ABOUT HOW JESUS IS ALWAYS THAR WIT US WHETHER WE REELIZE IT OR NOT!   WE HOPE YU LIKE IT!

PRISCILLA SINGS

I’VE GOT A FRIEND IN JESUS 

(SWEET JESUS)          

1.) Once I climbed a mountain, in search of the fountain

The one that gives life eternally

When I did not find it, I knew He was behind it

When I came down He was waitin’ there for me

CHORUS

I’ve got a friend in Jesus sweet Jesus

He’s got a friend in me

I was lost but now I’m found and I’m glory bound

I was blind but now I see

2.) When I crossed the river, I went with my forgiver

I crossed side by side with Him

As I held His hand, my Savior helped me stand

I walked across and didn’t have to swim

CHORUS

3.) If I take a notion, to cross the widest ocean

No matter which way I choose to go

However I go it, He’ll be there I know it

He’s always there the Bible tells me so

CHORUS

I’ve got a friend in Jesus sweet Jesus

He’s got a friend in me

I was lost but now I’m found and I’m glory bound

I was blind but now I see

I was lost but now I’m found and I’m glory bound

I was blind but now I see

PEARL:    MY GOODNESS, WERNT’ THEY GOOD?

JEB:    YEP, AN THAT PRISCILLA’S CUTERN A COON IN A TREE FORK TOO.  PEARL LOOKS AT JED REAL MEAN  UHOH.

PEARL:    JEB HONEY WUD’ YU’ COME TA’ TH’ KITCHEN PLEASE.  WHEN THEY GET TO THE KITCHEN PEARL LETS JEB HAVE IT.  HOW MANY TIMES HAV’ I TOLD YU’ ABOUT AMAKIN’ GOO GOO EYES AN’ ASAYIN’ CUTE THANGS ‘BOUT PRISCILLA.  I DON’T WONT TA’ HEAR IT MR. SILVER TUNG DEVIL.  YA BEST QUIT ER’ I’LL TELL PAPPY, AN’ YU KNOW YU DON’T WONT’ THAT.

PEARL COMES BACK OUT AND NOTICES HER TWO SISTERS, IRENE AND DELVIE ARE WAITING AT A TABLE FOR HER.  SHE TRIES TO SLIP BACK INTO THE KITCHEN BUT THEY SEE HER AND CALL OUT TO HER.

IRENE:    HEY SISSY, HOW YA’ BEN LATELY?  WE JUS’ DROPPED BY TO SEE HOW YU BEN ATREATIN’ YERSEF.

DELVIE:    YEA SISSY!  HOW YU BEN ADOIN’?  WE JUST COME OVER HERE TO WATCH YA’LLS PLAY.  WE BEN ASITTIN’ OUT THAR IN THE CROWD AWATCHIN’.  AND I KNOW THAT YOU DON’T LIKE THAT “JESUS STUFF” BUT IRENE AND ME, WE FIGERED WE NEEDED TO COME ON BY AND TAWK TA YU ABOUT YUR BINESS WIT TH LORD.  AND I KNOW HONEY THAT YU DON’T WONT TO TAWK ABOUT IT, BUT LITTLE SISTER, JESUS CAN SAVE YUR SOUL FROM HELL!

IRENE:    AMEN!  PREACH IT SISTER!  WE JUS’ LUV YA SO MUCH SISSY AND WE WONT YU TO BE IN HEAVEN WIT THE LORD AND US.  JUS’ LIKE IT SEZ IN THE GUD BOOK IN ROMANS, CHAPTER 10, STARTIN’ IN VERSE 9:  IF YU CONFESS WIT YUR MOUTH THE LORD JESUS AND BLEVE IN YUR HART THAT GOD HAS RAISED HIM FROM TH DEAD, YU WILL BE SAVED.  FER WIT TH HART ONE BLEVES UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WIT TH MOUTH CONFESSION IS MADE UNTO SALVATION.  AND IT ALSO SEZ IN VERSE 11 IN THE SAME CHAPTER, “WHOEVER BLEVES ON HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME”.

DELVIE:    SISTER, THAT WAS THE PURDYEST I EVER HEARED IT SED.  THE WORD OF GOD IS SO BEAUTIFUL AND PEARL HONEY, IT’S TH TRUTH.  I FEEL IT IN MY HEART HONEY, I CAN FEEL IT. 

PEARL:    I JUST DON’T HAVE TIME TO TAWK ABOUT THIS RIGHT NOW.  I KNOW THAT IT’S IMPORTANT AND WHEN I’M READY, SOMEDAY, I’LL TURN MY HART OVER TO THE LORD.

DELVIE:     BUT HONEY, IT MAY BE TOO LATE!  IF YU WUZ TO DIE RIGHT THIS MINUTE, WUD YU GO TA HEAVN’ TO BE WIT JESUS?  HONEY, I JUST CAINT LEAVE HERE T’DAY AKNOWIN’ THAT I DIDN’T AT LEAST COME IN AND TRY.  SEE, MY PREACHER MAN, WAS ATELLIN’ US DAY BEFER YESTERDAY EVENIN’ THAT WE COULD JUS’ STOP ABREATHIN’ AND DIE ANY SECCONT AND HONEY, I JUS’ WONT BE ABLE TO REST AT NIGHT IF I DIDN’T AT LEAST COME BY TANITE AND TELL YU TH GUD NUZ AGIN.  IF YA WUZ TO DIE RIGHT NOW, OR TANITE, DO YA KNOW WHAR YU’D GO?  HONEY, DO YA KNOW?

IRENE:    PLEASE HONEY, WE AIN’T HERE TO BE AHOUNDIN’ ON YA.  WE JEST HERE CUZ WE LUV YA.

PEARL:    YA’LL JEST LEAVE ME ALONE!  YU KNOW HOW I FEEL ‘BOUT ALL THAT MUSHY, GUSHY, JESUS STUFF.  THIS HERE MANGER SCENE AND STUFF IS CUTE AND A GOOD STORY, BUT…  I’M AGOIN’ BACK IN TH KITCHEN.

DAISY:    WHATCHA CRYIN’ FER, MS. PEARL?

PEARL:    JUS’ THEM SISTERS AMINE.  IT JUS’ MAKES ME CRY HOW THEY COULD LUV SUMEBODY SO MUCH THAT AIN’T EVEN AROUN’.

DAISY:    WHO YA ATAWKIN’ ‘BOUT MS. PEARL?

PEARL:    I’M ATAWKIN’ ‘BOUT JESUS!

DAISY:    WHY MS. PEARL, HE IS ‘ROUND.  HE LIVES IN MY HART AND I LUV JESUS AND HE’S MY BEST FRIEND!

PEARL:    HOW CAN YA LUV SUMBODY THAT YA CAINT SEE?

DAISY:    MS. PEARL, YA CAINT SEE THE WIND, BUT YA KNOW ITS THAR CUZ ITS ABLOWIN’ RIGHT IN YUR FACE.  SEE MS. PEARL, IT’S NOT WHUT YA CAN SEE, ITS WHUT YA CAN FEEL.  

YU CAN FEEL HIM IF HE LIVES IN YUR HART. AND IF YA LOOK HARD ENUFF, YA CAN SEE JESUS IN TH PEOPLE WHO LUV HIM, TOO.  

PEARL:    WHY IS EVERBODY COMIN’ AT ME FROM ALL DIRECTIONS T’DAY?  I AIN’T GOT TIME FER THIS BINESS!  WHY CAINT YA ALL JUS’ LEAVE ME ALONE?  WHY YA JUS’ WONT TA KEEP ON PUSHIN’ AND APUSHIN’ AND APUSHIN’.  JUS’ LEAVE ME ALONE!

(PEARL RUNS INTO THE KITCHEN FLEEING FROM THE WITNESSING.  PAPPY COMES OUT AND CALLS THE THREE GIRLS OVER TO HIS ROCKING CHAIR) 

PAPPY:    NOW I ‘PRECIATE WHAT YU GALS ARE ADOIN’ HERE, BUT THAT PEARL IS ONE TUFF NUT TA CRACK.  YA HAVE TO GO AT IT A LITTLE EASY WIT HER AND LET GOD DO TH WORK.  NOW YU GALS GO ON ‘BOUT YUR BINESS AND WE’LL TAWK TO PEARL A LITTLE MORE AFTER WHILE.

(AS THE GIRLS LEAVE, PAPPY BEGINS TO PRAY)  DEAR JESUS, YA KNOW I LUV YA FATHER.  (AS PAPPY BEGINS TO PRAY, PEARL COMES JUST AROUND THE SIDE OF THE DOORWAY IN TIME TO HEAR HIM) AND I AIN’T TH MOST BEHOLDIN’ OF YUR SERVANTS BUT LORD I NEED YA RIGHT NOW TO HEP ME.  LORD, PLEASE SAVE MA DAUGHTER’S SOL.  SHE’S A FINE YOUNG FILLY AND I LUV HER WIT ALL MA HART AND I WONT HER TO BE THAR WIT ME WHEN I KNEEL AT YUR FEET SOMEDAY.  DEAR LORD, PLEASE WORK YUR MAGIC AND TOUCH MY DAUGHTERS HART CUZ SHE DON’T EVEN BLEVE YU EXIST AND I JUS’ DON’T UNDERSTAND WHY SHE DON’T.  (AS PEARL LISTENS SHE BEGINS TO CRY AND SHE WALKS OUT TO KNEEL BESIDE PAPPY’S ROCKING CHAIR)  JESUS PLEASE TUCH HER HART AND LET HER FEEL TH POWER OF YUR SWEET LUV.  LORD I LUV YA AND KNOWIN’ YA ALL THESE YEARS, I KNOW THAT I CAN CONSIDER MA REQUEST DONE, IN YOUR RIGHTEOUS HOLY NAME I PRAY, (PEARL SAYS AMEN AS PAPPY SAYS AMEN)  AMEN.

PEARL:   PAPPY, I’M SO SORRY, I JUS’ DIDN’T UNDERSTAND THAT JESUS WUZ SO REAL.  WHERE’S MY TWO SISTERS AND DAISY AT?

(DAISY, IRENE AND DELVIE COME IN FROM THE KITCHEN AREA AFTER PEARL CALLS FOR THEM)
DAISY:    HERE WE IS MS. PEARL.

PEARL:    COME HERE YU GALS.  I JUS’ WONT TO TELL YU THAT I LUV YU SO MUCH.  WHAT ON EARTH HAVE I GOT TO DO TA GET SAVED?

DAISY:    JUS’ COME SIT RIGHT OVER HERE WIT’ US AND PAPPY AND WE’LL GET SOME SAVIN’ DONE!

IRENE:    I’M JUS’ SO EXCITED THAT YA FINALLY SEEN TH LIGHT AND WHUT WE NEED TA DO RIGHT NOW IS PRAY.

DELVIE:    NOW PEARL HONEY, WHAT WE’RE AGONNA DO RIGHT NOW IS TA SAY THE SINNERS PRAYER.  PLEASE REPEAT AFTER ME HONEY AS WE PRAY.  (PEARL REPEATS AFTER DELVIE)  DEAR GOD…I KNOW I’M A SINNER…BUT LORD…THE GUD BOOK TELLS ME…THAT IF I CONFESS WITH MY MOUTH…THAT YU ARE TH LORD JESUS CHRIST…AND BLEVE IN MY HART….THAT GOD RAISED YOU FROM THE DEAD…(PEARL STARTS TO CRY AGAIN)  THAT I WILL BE SAVED…PLEASE LORD FORGIVE ME FOR ALL MY SINS…AND LET ME START MY LIFE BRAND NEW…AND LET ME BECOME A NEW CREATION IN YOU…AND BE BORN AGIN IN THE LIGHT OF YUR SWEET AND PRECIOUS LUV…AMEN.

PEARL:    I’M SAVED…I’M SAVED!  PAPPY, I’M SAVED!

(PAPPY PICKS UP HIS BANJO AND PLAYS “I GOT SAVED” AGAIN AND THE WHOLE STAFF JOINS IN SINGING THE CORUS TWICE AND THEN THE ENDING. AS THE SONG ENDS OUT COMES JEB.)
JEB:    WHUT IN TARNATION IS A GOIN’ ON OUTCHEER.  I NEVER IN ALL MY DAYS HERD SUCH A RACKET.

DELVIE:    JEB, PEARL JUST GIVE HER SOUL TA TH’ LORD.

PEARL:    IT’S TRUE, JEB HONEY. GET THE YOUNG ‘UNS – I GOT SOMETHIN TO TELL YA’LL.

JEB:    CHIFFON GERTRUDE!  LIL JEB!!  COME ON IN HERE – PUT THAT FROG DOWN!

(PEARL BEGINS TO SING)

JESUS KNOCKED THE DEVIL OUT OF ME

1.) Tonight I talked to Jesus I was in such awful pain

Things weighed so heavy on my mind I thought I’d go insane

My life was not the way I thought that it should be

That’s when Jesus came around and knocked the devil out of me

CHORUS

Jesus knocked the devil out of me

He came into my heart so vigorously

I asked Him to prove without a doubt that He was there

Now I feel his love inside of me and I don’t have a care

2.) As I lay in bed one night I couldn’t get no rest

The troubles of my day were sittin’ heavy on my chest

So I prayed to God above and He must have heard my plea

That’s when Jesus came around and knocked the devil out of me

CHORUS

       3.) Come on all you people let’s just kneel right down and pray

You can give your lives to Jesus it can happen here today

I did it just a while ago and you can do it too

And then He’ll come along and knock the devil out of you

CHORUS

Jesus knocked the devil out of me

He came into my heart so vigorously

I asked Him to prove without a doubt that He was there

Now I feel His love inside of me and I don’t have a care

I asked Him to prove without a doubt that He was there

Now I feel His love inside of me and I don’t have a care

PEARL:    WELL LET’S GET BACK TA BINESS HERE NOW AND STOP ALL THIS BLUBBERIN’.

(PEARL TURNS AROUND TO TAKE AN ORDER FROM EFFIE WHO JUST ARRIVED)

PEARL:  HOWDY SWEETHEART.  YOU LOOK LIKE YU JUS’ SMELT OL’ MAN JENKINS OUTHOUSE AFORE YU COME IN HERE.  ARE YU ALL RIGHT HONEY?

EFFIE:    MA’M I REALLY DON’T WANNA BOTHER YU WIT MY PROBLEMS.  I’LL JUS’ HAVE A CUP O’ COFFEE IF YA PLEASE.

PEARL:  SWEETIE IT’S NO BOTHER.  YA LOOK LIKE YA NEED A LISTENIN’ EAR.  SO SPILL IT.

EFFIE:    (STARTING TO CRY)  MY LIFE IS JUS’ A MESS AND I AIN’T GOT NO IDEER HOW TA FIX IT AND I KNOW THEY AIN’T NOBODY CAN DO ME ANY GUD.

PEARL:    WELL I GOT A FRIEND WHO CAN DO YA SUM GUD.

EFFIE:    NOT ANOTHER ONE OF THEM PSYCOLALAGISTS!  I DUN SEEN TOO MANY OF THEM.

PEARL:    NO HE AIN’T NO FEREIGNER,  HE’S RIGHT HERE IN THIS PLACE TADAY.

EFFIE:     I’D FEEL FUNNY DISCUSSIN’ MY PROBLEMS WIT A STRANGE MAN.  IT’S BAD ENUFF I’M ATAWKIN’ TA YU.

PEARL:    BUT HE AIN’T A STRANGER AND HE LUVS YOU AND ME AND EVERBODY IN TH WURLD.

EFFIE:    I AINT GOT TH SLIGHTEST ID WHO YUR ATAWKIN’ ‘BOUT.

PEARL:    HONEY, COME ON BACK IN TH KITCHEN AND HAVE A PIECE OF PIE WIT ME.

EFFIE:    OK…IF YU SAY SO.

(PEARL AND EFFIE EXIT TO KITCHEN)

DELVIE:    IRENE, I’M SA GLAD WE GOT SISTER SAVED TADAY.

IRENE:    I KNOW DELVIE.  TH LORD’S BIZZIER THAN A WUN LEGGED CAT ON A ICE POND IN HERE TADAY.

LITTLE JEB:    AUNT IRENE, WHUT YU MEAN BY A WUN LEGGED CAT ON A ICE POND.

IRENE:    OH IT’S NUTHIN’ HONEY, IT’S JUS’ A PHRASE.

(CHIFFON SCREAMS FROM INSIDE THE KITCHEN AND RUNS OUT)

CHIFFON:    LITTLE JEB, I’M AGONNA WHALE TH TARNATION OUTTA YU.  THIS FROG AYURS MAKES ME SICK.  DID YOU PUT HIM IN MY COAT POCKET?

LITTLE JEB:    NO I DID NOT, MISSY PRISSY. 

CHIFFON:    YOU MEMBER WHUT PAPPY SAID HAPPENS TA LARS.  THEY GO YU KNOW WHAR.

LITTLE JEB:    NOT IF THEY’RE SAVED.

CHIFFON:    WELL I’M A THROWIN’ THIS SLIMY CRITTER OUT IN TH YARD.

LITTLE JEB:    THAT’S OK.  I’LL GIT ANOTHERN LATER AND I’LL PUT HIM IN YUR LONG JOHNS.

CHIFFON:    I’M A’TELLIN’ PAW ON YU WHEN HE GITS BACK.

(PEARL AND EFFIE EXIT THE KITCHEN JUST AS JEB RETURNS)

PEARL:    NOW EFFIE HONEY, IF YOU NEED ANYTHANG ELSE, YU JUS’ CAWL ME.

EFFIE:    THANK YA MS. PEARL.  I NEVER KNOWED THAT TH ANSWER WAS SO SIMPLE AND RIGHT THAR IN MY FACE.  AGAIN, THANK YU SO MUCH FOR ATELLIN’ ME ‘BOUT JESUS.

(EFFIE LEAVES)

PEARL:    AND BY THE WAY, MR. JEB, WHAR YU BEN ALL DAY?  EVER DAY YU SEEM TA DISAPPEAR WHEN TH CHORES ARE ASTARTIN’.  AND WHEN I GO ALOOKIN’ FER YA, I ALWAYS FIND YA SITTIN’ RIGHT OUT ON TH EDGE OF TOWN WIT MAYOR COONBECK AND ALL YA’LLS FRIENDS AT TH GATE OF SETH GOOLSBY’S PROPERTY.

JEB:    WELL HONEY, I’M JUS’ DOIN’ WHAT TH GUD BOOK SEZ.  I’M ADOIN’ WHAT TH BIBLE SEZ TH MAN OF TH HOUSE SHOULD DO.  IT SEZ I’M SPOSED TO BE KNOWN AT TH GATES AND SET AMONG TH ELDERS OF TH TOWN WHILE MA WIFE TAKES CARE OF ALL TH CHORES.   IT SEZ IT RIGHT THAR IN PROVERBS 31.  YA CAINT BE MAD AT ME FER ADOIN’ WHUT TH GUD BOOK SEZ.

PEARL:    LIKE I SAID, THAT’S WHY I HITCHED UP TA YA HONEY, CUZ YUR SA WITTY.

JEB:    I LUV YU TOO!

 JOSEPH SINGS “GIVE YOUR WORRIES TO THE LORD”.  THEN HENRIETTA SINGS”OH LORD ABOVE ME”  THEN PEARL SINGS “OH HOLY NIGHT”) 

THE END…
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